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Pakistan Observer

Securing the corridor: Pakistan’s CPEC challenge

PAKISTAN’S security strategy for the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has
emerged as a litmus test for its internal stability, diplomatic credibility and counterterrorism
capacity.

Once heralded as the crown jewel of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), CPEC remains a
flagship of regional connectivity and a testament to the enduring strength of Sino-Pak
friendship—even as it faces mounting challenges to infrastructure and investment.

CPEC’s expansive footprint—spanning highways, energy plants and the strategic Gwadar
Port—has made it a magnet for insurgent and terrorist activity. The most persistent threats
include: Baloch separatist groups, particularly the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA),
which view CPEC as exploitative and have repeatedly targeted Chinese nationals and assets.
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which opposes the Pakistani State and its foreign alliances
including China, along with Islamic State-Khorasan (1S-K) and other transnational actors,
continue to exploit porous borders and regional instability to undermine CPEC security.

High-profile attacks—such as the 2021 Dasu bus bombing, the 2022 Karachi University
suicide attack and the 2024 Gwadar Port Authority assault—have underscored the
vulnerability of Chinese personnel and the reputational risk to Pakistan. Beyond
infrastructure protection, the most sensitive dimension of CPEC security lies in safeguarding
Chinese engineers, technicians and advisors—symbolic targets whose visibility and strategic
importance demand a recalibrated approach: Armoured convoys, randomized travel routes
and blast-resistant living quarters must become standard operating procedure. Cultural and
Linguistic Integration: Embedding Mandarin-speaking Pakistani liaison officers and training
security forces in Chinese protocols can foster trust and responsiveness. Emergency Response
and Medevac Assets: Helicopter-based medical evacuation units and joint crisis simulation
drills are essential to reduce panic and improve coordination. Legal and Diplomatic
Safeguards: A Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) and embedded consular teams can pre-
empt diplomatic friction and ensure rapid response.

In response to Beijing’s growing concerns, Pakistan has rolled out a layered security
framework: Over 11,000 personnel under the Special Security Division (SSD), including
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army units, paramilitary troops and Special Protection Units (SPUs).Surveillance and
Technology: CCTV networks, drone surveillance and facial recognition systems in high-risk
zones; expansion of Safe City projects. Joint intelligence-sharing mechanisms and
counterterrorism fusion cells with Chinese agencies. Operation Azm-e-Istehkam targets terror
networks in border regions; intensified military presence in Balochistan. These efforts reflect
Pakistan’s deep commitment to protecting Chinese personnel and investments—an obligation
rooted not only in strategic necessity but in the spirit of enduring partnership.

In July 2025, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi urged Pakistan’s military leadership to
“make all-out efforts” to ensure safety. While some projects have seen temporary pauses—
such as segments of the Western Route in Balochistan and parts of the Gwadar Free Zone—
these adjustments reflect a shared desire to recalibrate and reinforce long-term sustainability.
Energy projects in interior Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have also faced delays, but both
sides remain engaged in resolving tariff and payment issues through diplomatic channels.

Beijing’s concerns go beyond physical security—they reflect deeper expectations of
performance, predictability and strategic alignment. Yet, these expectations are not
punitive—they are an invitation for Pakistan to rise to the occasion and reaffirm its role as a
trusted partner in China’s global vision. Failure to secure CPEC could trigger cascading
consequences: Reduced Chinese investment, stalled infrastructure and reputational damage.
Dilution of the “iron brotherhood” narrative and potential recalibration of China’s regional
priorities. Escalation of insurgency in Balochistan and further alienation of local
communities.

Pakistan’s CPEC security model is increasingly being measured against those of other Belt
and Road host countries. In Sri Lanka, the Colombo Port City project relies mainly on
civilian-led policing with moderate community engagement and improving transparency.
Ethiopia’s Addis-Djibouti Corridor combines integrated military-police units, strong
community participation and high transparency, supported by active Chinese logistics and
training. In contrast, Pakistan deploys over 11,000 personnel under its Special Security
Division but struggles with weak community outreach, limited transparency and ad hoc crisis
response mechanisms. These contrasts highlight valuable lessons: Sri Lanka demonstrates the
importance of urban diplomacy, while Ethiopia offers a model of integrated security and
strong local engagement. For Pakistan, adapting such approaches could help strengthen trust,
improve governance and ensure greater resilience in securing CPEC.

Under its China’s Global Security Initiative (GSI), China is evolving from passive economic
engagement to proactive security diplomacy: Seeking deployment of Private Security
Contractors (PSCs) in Pakistan. Deepening MSS ties with Pakistani agencies for early
warning and counterterrorism. Public criticism of Pakistan’s lapses, signalling strategic
accountability. Arms sales now include integrated support ecosystems—e.g., Beidou
navigation and OEM maintenance—entangling Beijing in regional conflicts. These
developments signal not a rupture, but a maturation of Sino-Pak ties—from symbolic
solidarity to strategic co-management.

Strategic Recommendations for Pakistan to restore confidence and ensure long-term viability:
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Move beyond ad hoc deployments to formalized, bilateral crisis response frameworks.
Engage Baloch communities through resource-sharing, employment guarantees and cultural
inclusion. Publish CPEC security audits and governance metrics to rebuild trust. Leverage
Chinese tech ecosystems for surveillance, logistics and predictive threat modelling.

CPEC is no longer just an economic corridor—it is a strategic crucible and a symbol of
shared destiny. Pakistan’s ability to secure it will determine not only the future of its
partnership with China but also its standing in the global BRI landscape and its credibility as
a regional stabilizer. The journey from “iron brotherhood” to “strategic stewardship”
demands a mindset rooted in trust, performance, inclusive development and a renewed
commitment to mutual prosperity and peace. Only through visionary leadership and resilient
execution can Pakistan transform CPEC from a contested corridor into a cornerstone of
regional stability—and reaffirm its place as China’s most trusted partner in the region.

https://pakobserver.net/securing-the-corridor-pakistans-cpec-challenge/

BRI and Tianjin: A Winning Combination
Dr Mahmood Ul Hassan Khan

This year marks the 12th anniversary of the BRI. During this period, the BRI has evolved
from a vision into reality and from a general framework into concrete projects, becoming the
world’s most popular international public good and the largest international cooperation
platform.

It has also been dubbed as the biggest development project of the 21st century, showing its
immense ability for socio-economic transformation and trans-regional connectivity.

It seems that BRI has further geared domestic as well as qualitative development around the
globe and Tianjin is the prime example of this phenomenon. According to many published
reports and statistical data, Tianjin is significantly contributing to the BRI, particularly
through its role in trade, infrastructure development and skilled workforce training. Its
foreign trade with BRI partner countries has exceeded 40 percent, with a substantial increase
in trade with private enterprises, showing its sustainable growth and the potential of its
private sector in transforming economies of BRI trading partners.

Moreover, Tianjin’s Luban Workshops have become a value addition in developing
qualitative human capital, making bridges of learning, technical skills and industrialization
along with value additions to local communities and their economies in terms of poverty
eradication and job creation. They have successfully trained over 60,000 skilled professionals
in BRI countries. Tianjin is indeed a natural access point to the rest of Asia and will have a
key role in the development of China and the BRI in its second decade. According to Chinese
official figures, from 2013 to 2022, Tianjin’s total trade with BRI partner countries reached
more than 3 trillion Yuan (US$418 billion) and its future prospects are healthy and bright.

Critical analysis reveals that during this period, trade with BRI partner countries contributed
by the city’s private enterprises increased from 54.78 billion Yuan in 2013 to over 142 billion
Yuan in 2022. The private sector now accounts for more than 40 percent of Tianjin’s foreign
trade with BRI partner countries. Additionally, Tianjin’s import value of automatic data
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processing equipment and its parts from BRI partner countries soared by 480 percent in 2022
compared with 2013. The exports of mechanical and electrical products to BRI partner
countries during the period clearly demonstrate industrial diversification and qualitative
productive channels. The total export value of lithium-ion batteries, solar cells and electric
vehicles earned an average annual growth of 17.9 percent over the past 10 years.

Tianjin is also actively involved in infrastructure projects, enhancing both physical and
institutional connectivity within the BRI framework. The Tianjin Free Trade Zone (TJFTZ) is
attracting foreign investment and contributing to the city’s economic growth, with a stable
foreign trade value and increasing utilization of foreign capital. Tianjin’s strategic location
and port facilities make it a connecting hub in the BRI’s transportation network, facilitating
the movement of goods and people between China and other BRI countries. Its qualitative
innovation, modernization, digitalization, Al and openness support BRI projects, contributing
to the development of smart cities and other cutting-edge initiatives.

Interestingly, Tianjin’s cultural institutions and historical sites, including the former foreign
concessions, are also playing a role in fostering cultural exchange and understanding between
China and other BRI countries. Thus, it is emerging as a cultural hub of BRI multiculturalism
and human diversity, paving the way for strong mutual understanding and discarding the
notions of western imperialism, protectionism and unilateralism while advancing shared
global prosperity.

Expectations are very high as the SCO annual Heads of State meeting is going to be held in
Tianjin. Policymakers of China should place greater emphasis on strengthening mechanisms
to promote high-quality cooperation, with a strong focus on innovation and technological
advancements such as artificial intelligence (Al), 5G and renewable energy among all BRI
countries. Moreover, the integration of advanced technologies, such as Al tools like
DeepSeek, into the BRI framework can be a game changer, benefiting all participating
countries while reinforcing China’s role as a global leader in technology and development.

Unfortunately, incidents of unilateralism and protectionism are on the rise, creating global
economic uncertainty. In this context, the BRI offers a platform for open cooperation,
providing greater stability and certainty for developing nations and fostering regional
economic growth. The role of Tianjin as easy access to qualitative development is vital for
the further progress of the BRI. Hopefully, this will expand collaboration, creating more win-
win outcomes and fostering shared prosperity among nations.

Since its inception, the BRI has achieved remarkable accomplishments that have captured the
world’s attention, not only promoting economic development in countries along its routes but
also facilitating deeper integration between China and the world. According to official
figures, in 2024 Tianjin’s GDP reached 1,802.432 billion RMB, a rise from 1,721.179 billion
RMB in 2023. The Tianjin Economic-Technological Development Area (TEDA)
significantly contributed, achieving a regional GDP of 258.1 billion Yuan with a 5.8 percent
year-on-year growth rate. TEDA accounted for over one-seventh of Tianjin’s GDP and
played a crucial role in driving high-quality development.
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Tianjin continues to serve as a key economic, industrial and logistical hub while driving
reforms and cultural integration. In 2024, the region’s gross domestic product reached 11.5
trillion Yuan (about $1.6 trillion),

almost doubling that of 2013. Its acceleration in innovation, industrial collaboration and
infrastructure connectivity among BRI countries is commendable.

As an automobile import and export hub in northern China, Tianjin Port operates over 30
roll-on/roll-off shipping routes to Europe, the Middle East and South America, enhancing
services to enterprises and coordinating with global shipping companies.

In 2023, Tianjin attracted 331 collaborative projects from Beijing through market-oriented
mechanisms with a total investment of 183.25 billion Yuan.

The city continues to focus on scientific and technological innovation, industrial renewal and
new productive forces. In 2024, its GDP grew by 5.1 percent, supported by 12 key industrial
chains such as Al, biomedicine and new energy. A national territorial spatial plan has also
tasked Tianjin with strengthening the northern international shipping core area and enhancing
its role as a gateway for further opening up.

https://pakobserver.net/bri-and-tianjin-a-winning-combination/
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Business Recorder

China -Pakistan cooperation scores 12 deals worth 235m yuan in Kashgar

BEWNING: As many as twelve China-Pakistan cooperation projects, valued at RMB 235
million, were signed at the Pakistan-focused session of the 15th Kashgar-Central and South
Asia Commodity Fair held in Kashgar, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region.

Themed “Sharing Development Opportunities, Building CPEC Together,” the event focused
on key sectors including trade, logistics, agriculture, tourism, new energy, and information
technology.

It provided a practical and efficient platform for cooperation, promoting the implementation
and tangible results of an upgraded version of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
collaboration.

According to the organizer, Kashgar’s economic and trade exchanges with Pakistan have
been increasingly close, with trade volume steadily rising.

In the first half of this year, trade between Kashgar and Pakistan increased by 74 percent
year-on-year.

Over 200 Kashgar-based foreign trade companies have actively engaged the Pakistani
market, while 56 Pakistani enterprises have established a presence in Kashgar, thriving in
sectors such as international logistics, import-export trade, and jewelry processing, China
Economic Net (CEN) reported.

Nadeem Alam, President of the Hunza Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Gilgit-
Baltistan, Pakistan, said that CPEC

has laid a solid foundation for bilateral exchanges, and he hoped that both sides can engage in
practical cooperation in infrastructure investment, tourism, energy, and trade and investment
process optimization, creating a dynamic and efficient platform for economic and trade
exchanges.

The 15th Kashgar-Central and South Asia Commodity Fair kicked off on August 15,
attracting participants from 40 countries and regions, including Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Kazakhstan.

Over the five-day event, 181 overseas enterprises and 1,120 domestic companies are
showcasing a diverse array of products and promoting regional economic cooperation.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40378918/china-pakistan-cooperation-scores-12-deals-
worth-235m-yuan-in-kashgar
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Daily Times
Dar, Wang Yi pledge deeper Pakistan-China partnership

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and China have renewed their commitment to deepening strategic
ties to promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the region.

In the sixth round of the Foreign Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue held in Islamabad, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi met Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar. Both
sides reviewed their bilateral relations and discussed key regional and global challenges.

They also explored expanded cooperation under CPEC Phase 2.0, along with boosting trade,
people-to-people links, and multilateral efforts. The two leaders emphasized that their
partnership is vital for the progress of both nations and peace across South Asia.

The countries agreed to maintain close coordination at both bilateral and multilateral
platforms. Their “all-weather” strategic partnership was described as essential to regional
security and economic development.

This visit marks Wang Y1i’s first trip to Pakistan since India’s cross-border strike in May. His
earlier meeting with Field Marshal Asim Munir in Beijing has also helped reinforce trust
between the two nations. Talks on arms control and disarmament were also recently held in
Beijing.
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1357144/dar-wang-yi-pledge-deeper-pakistan-china-partnership/

Dawn News

China affirms commitment to working with Pakistan on regional peace and
stability

China affirmed its commitment on Thursday to working with Pakistan on promoting regional
peace, development and stability. Pakistan and Chinasharea longstanding strategic
partnership with ties ranging across different sectors — including trade, energy, defence and
infrastructure. The fifth round of Strategic Dialogue in May 2024 was co-chaired by Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar and his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Beijing. The Chinese foreign
minister is currently on a visit to Pakistan. Wang called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at
the Prime Minister’s House, according to a statement from the PM Office. The meeting was
also attended by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Chief of the Army
Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir and senior cabinet members. “FM Wang Yi
emphasised that China regarded Pakistan as an ironclad friend and all-weather strategic
partner. He expressed China’s desire to elevate bilateral relations with Pakistan to new
heights of cooperation and collaboration. Commending Pakistan’s resolute commitment to
safeguarding its sovereignty and territorial integrity, he affirmed that China would continue
working jointly with Pakistan to promote regional peace, development, and stability,” the
statement said. https://www.dawn.com/news/1932287/china-affirms-commitment-to-
working-with-pakistan-on-regional-peace-and-stability
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Pakistan Observer

Chinese FM calls Sino-Pak Friendship ‘Model of Trust, Cooperation’ in
meeting with Zardari

ISLAMABAD - President Asif Zardari underlined key role of China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) in advancing regional connectivity, economic integration, and peace.

Zardari made remarks during a meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in
Islamabad today. He described CPEC, part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, as a project of
immense strategic significance for both countries. He referred to Pakistan and China as “iron
brothers” and all-weather strategic partners, emphasizing that the country’s friendship with
China remains a cornerstone of its foreign policy, enjoying broad public and political support.

He also thanked China for its consistent support for Pakistan’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and development, as well as its principled stance on the Jammu and Kashmir issue.
Condolences were extended to China for the lives lost in recent floods in Beijing and Gansu
province. Looking ahead, Zardari noted that 2026 will mark the 75th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Pakistan and China, and Pakistan is preparing to celebrate the
milestone in a significant manner. In his remarks, Wang Yi praised the enduring China-
Pakistan friendship, describing it as grounded in trust, credibility, and a strong all-weather
strategic partnership.

https://pakobserver.net/chinese-fm-calls-sino-pak-friendship-model-of-trust-cooperation-in-
meeting-with-zardari/
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Pakistan Observer

China backs Pakistan with record investments in next-gen CPEC

BEWING — Pakistan and China reaffirmed their commitment to turbocharging the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) during 6th Strategic Dialogue between Deputy Prime
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Both Islamabad and Beijing pledged to transform CPEC into a “growth, green, livelihood,
and open corridor,” signaling massive new investments in industry, agriculture, and mining
that aim to supercharge Pakistan’s economy.

Plans for Gwadar Port expansion, Karakoram Highway realignment, and the ML-1 railway
project are also on the fast track.

Dar hailed the partnership as “complete unanimity” on regional and global issues, while
Wang Yi praised Pakistan’s counter-terrorism efforts and reaffirmed China’s unwavering
support for its sovereignty. The talks also set the stage for Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
upcoming visit to the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit, with both countries
gearing up to celebrate 75 years of diplomatic ties next year.

China even pledged emergency humanitarian aid to Pakistan following recent heavy rains,
underlining the depth of the strategic partnership.

https://pakobserver.net/china-backs-pakistan-with-record-investments-in-next-gen-cpec/

The Nation

China, Pakistan eye deeper security, trade, and CPEC collaboration

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, currently on an official visit to Pakistan, met Chief of
Army Staff Field Marshal Asim Munir in Islamabad on Friday, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said.

According to the military’s media wing, discussions focused on regional security, counter-
terrorism, and matters of mutual interest. Both sides reaffirmed their resolve to strengthen the
all-weather strategic partnership and enhance coordination at regional and international
forums.

FM Wang reiterated Beijing’s firm support for Pakistan’s sovereignty and development,
while the army chief expressed gratitude for China’s consistent support. The meeting
concluded with a shared commitment to advancing peace, stability, and prosperity in the
region.

The high-level engagement followed Wang Yi’s meetings with Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, President Asif Ali Zardari, and Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar a day earlier.

During his visit, the Chinese foreign minister also co-chaired the sixth round of Pakistan-
China Strategic Dialogue with Senator Dar.
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Both sides reviewed the entire spectrum of bilateral relations and exchanged views on key
regional and global issues. They reaffirmed their commitment to the high-quality
development of the upgraded China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), now termed
“CPEC 2.0.”

Addressing a joint press stakeout, Deputy PM Dar said Pakistan and China enjoy complete
unanimity on all major bilateral, regional, and global matters. He welcomed Wang Yi’s
vision for advancing bilateral cooperation, particularly the upgrade of CPEC.

Wang described CPEC as the cornerstone of Pakistan-China relations, stressing that the
priority now is to transform it into a “growth corridor, livelihood-enhancing corridor, green
corridor, and open corridor.”

He said China would work with Pakistan to deepen industrial, agricultural, and mining
cooperation, enhance Gwadar Port’s development, and accelerate projects such as the
Karakoram Highway realignment. He also welcomed third-party participation in the ML-1
railway project.

https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Aug-2025/china-pakistan-eye-deeper-security-trade-and-cpec-
collaboration

China expresses firm support to enhance Pakistan economic resilience
Shafgat Ali/ Mateen

Chinese FM says high-quality development key priority for both sides Commends Pak
immense sacrifices in combating terrorism Both sides agree Pak-China strategic cooperative
partnership indispensable for regional stability Wang Yi holds meetings with President
Zardari, PM Shehbaz Sixth Round of Pakistan-China Strategic Dialogue held.

ISLAMABAD - China yesterday expressed its firm support to enhance Pakistan’s economic
resilience and vowed to bolster cooperation in multiple sectors.

At the sixth Round of Pakistan-China Strategic Dialogue here, the two allies reaffirmed their
commit-ment to advancing the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through what
both sides termed “high-quality cooperation,” signalling the launch of an upgraded version of
the landmark initiative that lies at the heart of the Belt and Road vision.

The talks were co-chaired by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar
and Chi-nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi. The dialogue covered a wide spectrum of bilateral
relations, including trade, investment, security, counterterrorism, and regional cooperation,
while also laying the ground-work for Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s upcoming visit to
China later this month.

Later, at a joint news conference, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said both sides had
agreed to fo-cus on an “upgraded version” of CPEC that would prioritize industrial
development, livelihood im-provement, innovation, and green growth.

“We will build on past achievements to create a growth corridor, a livelihood-enhancing
corridor, an innovation corridor, a green corridor, and an open corridor,” Wang Yi explained.
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“This will promote greater synergy between China’s five corridors and Pakistan’s
development planning.”

He emphasized that Beijing would expand cooperation in industry, agriculture, and mining to
help Pa-kistan strengthen its self-sufficiency and sustainable high quality development.

China also pledged support for Gwadar Port’s development and operations, the realignment
of the Karakoram Highway (KKH), and welcomed third-party participation in the much-
anticipated Main Line-1 (ML-1) railway upgrade, which aims to modernize Pakistan’s
Karachi—Peshawar railway network.

Highlighting security as an essential pillar of bilateral cooperation, Wang praised Islamabad’s
counter-terrorism campaign and expressed confidence that Pakistan would ensure the safety
of Chinese citi-zens, projects, and institutions in the country.

“China firmly believes that Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts will secure victory,” he said,
adding that the two sides had agreed to deepen counterterrorism and security cooperation
while enhancing coor-dination at the regional level. He commended Pakistan’s efforts against
terrorism.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar welcomed “CPEC 2.0”, stressing that the next phase of
cooperation would emphasize special economic zones, agricultural modernization, green
energy, and enhanced trade linkages.

He said Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif would travel to China later this month to attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Council of Heads of State Summit, scheduled for
August 31-September 1. On the sidelines, Sharif is set to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Premier Li Qiang.

Dar also announced that a Pakistan—China business-to-business investment conference would
be held during the visit to encourage private sector partnerships and new investment
opportunities.

Both sides underlined that the All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership between
Pakistan and China was indispensable for the stability of the region and the prosperity of both
nations. They agreed to maintain close coordination on global and regional issues at bilateral
and multilateral forums.

“The Pakistan—China friendship has stood the test of time,” Dar said. “Together, we will
continue to advance this partnership as a cornerstone for peace, progress, and development.”

Later in the day, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi along with his delegation called on
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime Minister House.

The Prime Minister was assisted by Deputy Prime Minister & Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Chief of the Army Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir and senior
members of the Cabinet.

On the occasion, the prime minister underscored the importance of CPEC for Pakistan’s
socio-economic development and its vital role in enhancing regional connectivity, and
expressed satisfaction at the steady progress of CPEC Phase-II.
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The prime minister expressed deep appreciation for the leadership, government and the
people of China for their steadfast support to Pakistan in safeguarding its sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and national development.

Reaffirming Pakistan’s unwavering support for China on its core issues, he reiterated
Pakistan’s com-mitment to further deepen its All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership
with China, as envi-sioned by the leadership and aspired by the peoples of the two countries.

The Prime Minister lauded President Xi Jinping’s visionary leadership and his role in
strengthening the ironclad friendship between Pakistan and China.

While recalling his most cordial and productive meeting with President Xi during his visit to
Beijing last year, the Prime Minister stated that he was greatly looking forward to his
upcoming visit to Tianjin and Beijing, where he would participate in the SCO CHS meeting,
as well as the 80th anniversary of the vic-tory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance and
the World Anti-Fascist War.

He looked forward to his meeting with President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Qiang, as well as
other senior Chinese leaders, during the forthcoming visit.

The Prime Minister reiterated Pakistan’s desire to deepen bilateral cooperation with China in
trade, investment, ICT, agriculture, industrialization, mines and minerals and other key
sectors.

Thanking the Prime Minister for his remarks, Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized that
China regard-ed Pakistan as an ironclad friend and all-weather strategic partner.

He expressed China’s desire to elevate bilateral relations with Pakistan to new heights of
cooperation and collaboration.

Commending Pakistan’s resolute commitment to safeguarding its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, he affirmed that China would continue working jointly with Pakistan, to promote
regional peace, de-velopment, and stability.

Later, Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, Minister for
Foreign Af-fairs of China, called on President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr here.

During the meeting, President Zardari said Pakistan and China are iron brothers, time tested
friends and all-weather strategic partners and friendship with China is the cornerstone of
Pakistan’s foreign policy, which enjoys unanimous public, political, and institutional support
in Pakistan.

Mr. Sun Weidong, Vice Foreign Minister of China and Mr. Jiang Zaidong, Ambassador of
China to Paki-stan were also present during the meeting.

The President thanked China for its consistent support for Pakistan’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity, national development, and its principled and just stance on the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute.

The President also conveyed his condolences on the loss of precious lives in the recent floods
in Bei-jing and Gansu province of China.
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The President recalled his visit to China earlier this year, during which he had successful
meetings with President, Xi Jinping and senior leadership of China. “The visit underscored
my confidence in the steadfastness of the Pakistan-China iron brotherhood,” he added. The
President regarded CPEC, which is part of President Xi’s flagship Belt and Road Initiative, as
having immense strategic significance for both Pakistan and China. He said CPEC is an
important component to realize our joint vision of enhanced regional connectivity, economic
integration, and a peaceful neighborhood. Expressing his views, Wang Yi said that
friendship between China and Pakistan has lasted for genera-tions and is based on good faith,
credibility and strong all-weather strategic partnership. He said President Xi Jinping’s vision
is that Pakistan and China have a shared future and work should be done to bring the two
peoples closer to each other. He said China acknowledges Pakistan’s support to China at key
junctures.

Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister; Ahsan Igbal,
Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives; Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Minister for Interior and Narcot-ics Control; Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Chairman PPPP; Hina
Rabbani Khar, MNA; Spokesperson to Presi-dent, Murtaza Solangi; Secretary Foreign
Affairs and Ambassador of Pakistan to China, were also pre-sent during the meeting.

https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Aug-2025/china-expresses-firm-support-to-enhance-pakistan-
economic-resilience

New Opportunities

As Pakistan and China held the sixth round of their strategic dialogue between foreign
ministers in Islamabad, the regional landscape looked markedly different from the previous
meeting in Beijing in May 2024. Much has shifted in the space of a year, altering the balance
between the two “iron brothers.” Pakistan’s successful defence against Indian aggression,
relying in part on Chinese weaponry, has reinforced both the credibility of Chinese
technology and Pakistan’s reputation as a resilient military power. India’s posture of
aggression is no longer a simple matter, especially as New Delhi’s growing distrust with the
United States complicates its regional calculus. India’s diplomatic isolation grows even more
lonesome. At the same time, Pakistan’s renewed engagement with Washington has opened up
prospects for investment in hydrocarbons, fossil fuels, and minerals. This shift has
transformed the narrative around Balochistan: once considered primarily a battleground for
externally backed militancy, it is now emerging as a potential hub for wealth generation,
attracting interest not only from the US but also Gulf States and China. These realignments
have reinforced the durability of Pakistan—China ties, which continue to prove their value
decade after decade. With regional conditions aligning in Pakistan’s favour—terrorism in
Balochistan being actively curbed, foreign investors eyeing opportunities, India restrained at
the borders, and relations with Afghanistan showing signs of improvement—the timing could
not be better to deepen the China—Pakistan Economic Corridor. As the sixth dialogue
concluded with encouraging commitments, Pakistan must seize this moment with clarity and
resolve. Rarely do such opportunities present themselves, and it is now up to Islamabad to
move forward with efficiency and sincerity in realising the shared vision of progress with
Beijing. https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Aug-2025/new-opportunities
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Daily Times

China vows strong support for Pakistan’s security

China’s Foreign Ministry said it will continue supporting Pakistan’s regional integrity and
national security. China has always been Pakistan’s most reliable partner and strongest
supporter. The two countries share an unbreakable, traditional friendship that remains firm
regardless of global changes. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi recently met with Pakistan’s
top leaders to strengthen this bond.

During his visit from August 20 to 22, Wang Yi held talks with Pakistan’s President Asif Ali
Zardari, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir, and Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar. The meetings reaffirmed the commitment to deepen cooperation in
multiple fields, including defense, security, and economic ties. The visit was part of the sixth
China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers Strategic Dialogue.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry stressed that in today’s unstable and uncertain global
environment, a strong friendship between China and Pakistan is crucial for regional peace
and stability. Both countries are determined to enhance strategic coordination and deepen
traditional relations. The ministry highlighted that this partnership has withstood the test of
time and remains unshaken.

Furthermore, China expressed its commitment to continue supporting Pakistan’s sovereignty
and security. This backing comes amid growing regional challenges and shifting global
dynamics. China emphasized that it values the brotherly ties with Pakistan and will work
alongside to boost economic and security cooperation.

The visit also focused on advancing the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC). Discussions included trade, economic collaboration, defense, and regional
stability. This strategic partnership aims to promote lasting peace and prosperity in the region
through close collaboration and mutual support.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1358031/china-vows-strong-support-for-pakistans-security/

Dawn News

Ties with China ‘resilient despite geopolitical shifts’: FO
Bagqir Sajjad Syed

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office has reaffirmed that Pakistan’s relations with China
remain unaffected by recent geopolitical shifts and resulting realignments.

“We are very confident that these relations are stable and sustainable on their own and will
continue to grow and achieve new heights,” Foreign Office (FO) spokesperson Shafqat Ali
Khan said during the weekly media briefing.

His remarks came a day after Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Pakistan as part of
his three-nation South Asian tour to attend the sixth Pakistan-China Strategic Dialogue.
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While the Pak-China dialogue broadly reviewed various aspects of the bilateral relationship,
both sides carefully navigated the region’s shifting geopolitical landscape marked by
warming China-India ties, Pakistan’s growing engagement with the United States, and
tensions in US-India relations driven by President Trump’s tariffs and policies.

India’s leg of Yi’s visit strengthened China’s rapprochement with New Delhi after years of
hostility. The visit resulted in agreements to resume suspended trade talks and accelerate
negotiations on border disputes.

Speaking at a media conference following the bilateral dialogue, Yi had emphasised China’s
partnerships with both India and Pakistan “were not targeted at any third party, nor were they
affected by any third party.”

Both Yi and FM Ishaq Dar underlined the importance that Pakistan and China attach to each
other. Yi described Islamabad as “the most important stop” on his three-nation trip and
highlighted the “stronger internal drive” behind bilateral ties.

Echoing these sentiments, the FO spokesperson said: “Pakistan-China relationship is a very
sustainable, longstanding, and robust relationship.” He expressed confidence that Pakistan-
China relations, including their growing economic and strategic cooperation, would not be
affected by regional developments, including those involving China.

Dialogue offer

Mr Khan said Pakistan is ready for an all-encompassing dialogue with India and welcomed
the mediatory efforts of ‘friends’. “We are ready for composite dialogue. We welcome any
effort which helps us achieve our objectives,” he remarked.

Although Wang Yi did not publicly comment on India-Pakistan tensions or offer to mediate,
he said, “A peaceful, stable, and prosperous South Asia serves the common interests of all
sides and meets the expectations of all peoples.”

Mr Dar, soon after Yi’s visit, signalled Pakistan’s readiness to engage in dialogue with India.
The FO spokesman stressed that unlike India’s insistence on focusing solely on terrorism,
Pakistan believes “this would just be one item during the composite dialogue.”

Pakistan was not reluctant to address terrorism, as “we have complete and detailed evidence
about India’s acts of terrorism against Pakistan”, he said.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1934904/ties-with-china-resilient-despite-geopolitical-shifts-fo

The Nation

Seminar highlights SCQO’s ‘China Year 2025’ as milestone for multilateral
coop

ISLAMABAD - The China-Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC) at the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) hosted a seminar on August 22, 2025, titled “SCO’s ‘China Year
2025’: Upholding the ‘Shanghai Spirit’.”

Ambassador Farhat Ayesha, Pakistan’s National Coordinator for SCO, delivered the keynote
address, while Ambassador Khalil Hashmi, Pakistan’s Ambassador to China, was the guest of
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honour. Other speakers included Ambassador Babar Amin, Pakistan’s former National
Coordinator for SCO, Dr MA Bin from Fudan University China, Dr Ma Zheng from Sun Yat-
sen University China, and Dr Hassan Daud Butt from Bahria University.

In his welcome remarks, Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Director General 1SSI, underscored
the SCO’s remarkable evolution into one of the world’s most comprehensive and dynamic
multilateral platforms, calling it a compelling example of multilateralism in action.

He emphasized that in an era of intensifying geopolitical tensions, the ‘Shanghai Spirit” offers
an alternative vision of cooperation — dialogue rather than dominance, consensus rather than
confrontation, and collective prosperity rather than unilateral gains.

He noted that with nearly half the world’s population and a quarter of global GDP, the SCO’s
global salience is firmly established. Highlighting China’s Presidency in 2024-2025, he
pointed to Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s five-point roadmap as a forward-looking plan rooted
in the Shanghai Spirit, encompassing solidarity, collective security, win-win economic
cooperation, and equitable global governance. Hailing China’s proactive Presidency and
innovative approach, Ambassador Sohail Mahmood expressed the confidence that the
upcoming 25th SCO Summit in Tianjin, China, on August 31-September 1 would adopt a
long-term development strategy and other documents, charting the SCO’s course for the next
decade and reinforcing its role in promoting peace, stability, and prosperity across Eurasia.

In her keynote address, Ambassador Farhat Ayesha noted that SCO’s “China Year 2025”
marked a defining moment in the organization’s trajectory. She praised China’s far-sighted
approach and active role in constructive engagement, dialogue, and cooperation within the
SCO framework. She stressed that China’s leadership has strengthened the SCO’s standing as
a vital multilateral platform and expanded its scope towards new areas such as poverty
reduction, climate resilience, digital economy, and connectivity. She underlined Pakistan’s
strong commitment to the SCO since becoming a full member in 2017 and highlighted the
deep alignment between Pakistan’s foreign policy objectives and the principles enshrined in
the UN Charter, the SCO Charter, and international law.

Ambassador Babar Amin highlighted China’s instrumental role in facilitating Pakistan’s
integration into the SCO and noted the upcoming Tianjin Summit as the largest-ever
gathering of SCO members. He appreciated China’s efforts in advancing cooperation aligned
with President Xi Jinping’s Global Development Initiative, covering poverty alleviation, food
security, health, climate change, industrialization, digital economy, and connectivity.

Dr MA Bin underlined that the SCO was entering a new era amidst heightened geopolitical
competition, stressing the importance of strengthening security, economic cooperation, and
people-to-people bonds, especially youth engagement. Dr Ma Zheng emphasized the four
pillars of SCO’s development — security, mutual development, neighbourly relations, and
fairness in international affairs — and lauded China’s central role in shaping the
organization’s trajectory. Dr Hassan Daud Butt noted the SCO’s resilience in a fragmenting
global order and welcomed the Azerbaijan-Armenia peace pact as a step toward enhancing
regional connectivity.
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Ambassador Khalil Hashmi highlighted the SCO’s growing significance as a leading regional
organization built on the values of mutual trust, equality, dialogue, and shared development
embodied in the ‘Shanghai Spirit’. He noted that under President Xi Jinping’s leadership, the
SCO had gained fresh momentum with an enhanced focus on cooperation, connectivity,
digital transformation, and green development. Ambassador Hashmi emphasized Pakistan’s
strong commitment to the SCO as a vital platform for countering terrorism and extremism,
ensuring peace and security, and advancing sustainable development.

He underlined the centrality of CPEC as not only a bilateral undertaking but also a bridge for
wider SCO regional integration. Reaffirming the ‘iron brotherhood’ between Pakistan and
China as the cornerstone of Pakistan’s foreign policy, he expressed confidence that the
upcoming Tianjin Summit would renew collective commitments to regional peace,
prosperity, and the ‘Shanghai Spirit.’

Earlier, in his introductory remarks, Dr Talat Shabbir, Director CPSC, underscored the SCO’s
enduring relevance in ensuring regional stability, fostering economic cooperation, and
strengthening cultural linkages.

The seminar concluded with a vibrant interactive session. The event was attended by a large
number of diplomats, practitioners, academics, think-tank experts, students, business
community representatives, and members of the media.

https://www.nation.com.pk/23-Aug-2025/seminar-highlights-sco-s-china-year-2025-as-
milestone-for-multilateral-coop
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Dawn News

Beijing backs Islamabad’s efforts to safeguard its national security

KARACHI: Amid increasing instability and uncertainty taking hold across the globe, China
has said that it will continue to support Pakistan in safeguarding its territorial integrity and
national security.

The affirmation came during Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s recent visit to Pakistan, where he
met with President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Army Chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir and his counterpart Ishaq Dar, among other leaders.

According to a readout of his meeting with the army chief, issued by China’s foreign ministry
following the visit, Wang also praised the country’s military as the ballast of national stability
and a staunch defender of China-Pakistan friendship and cooperation.

“The Pakistani military has always supported both sides in earnestly implementing the
important common understandings reached by the leaders of the two countries, deepening
strategic mutual trust at a higher level, and jointly building an upgraded Version 2.0 of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,” the statement quoted the foreign minister as saying.

“At present, profound changes unseen in a century are accelerating, with unstable and
uncertain factors significantly increasing. Promoting a strong China-Pakistan relationship is
conducive to maintaining regional peace and stability,” he said.

“China supports Pakistan in resolutely cracking down on all forms of terrorism and creating a
secure and favourable environment for national development and bilateral cooperation,” the
readout of his meeting with the PM quoted him as saying.

Wang noted that China had always prioritised Pakistan in its neighbourhood diplomacy,
adding that “China will continue to support Pakistan in safeguarding its territorial integrity
and national security, and welcomes Pakistan to play a greater role in international affairs”.

According to the Chinese foreign ministry statement, both the army chief and the prime
minister vowed to ensure security of Chinese citizens in Pakistan, and appreciated Beijing’s
valuable support in the long-term economic and social development of Pakistan.

“The Pakistani military is willing to actively promote counterterrorism and security
cooperation between the two countries, and will continue to make every effort to ensure the
safety of Chinese personnel, projects and institutions in Pakistan,” the army chief was quoted
as saying.
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Separately, in a briefing earlier this week, a spokesperson for the Chinese foreign minister
noted that China would work with Pakistan to jointly develop the second phase of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), terming their all-weather strategic partnership
“unbreakable”.

https://www.dawn.com/news/1937038/beijing-backs-islamabads-efforts-to-safequard-its-
national-security

The Nation

Pakistan to launch Lahore—Karachi bullet train by 2030 under ML-1
project

Pakistan Railways has unveiled plans to launch a high-speed bullet train service between
Lahore and Karachi by 2030, cutting travel time between the two provincial capitals from 20
hours to just five.

According to state-run Radio Pakistan, the 1,215-kilometer rail line will form part of the
Main Line 1 (ML-1) project, a $6.7 billion upgrade of the Karachi—Peshawar railway
corridor, a central component of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Railways Minister Hanif Abbasi said the bullet train will operate at speeds of up to 250
kilometers per hour, with major stops in Hyderabad, Multan, and Sahiwal. The project will be
developed in collaboration with China, with the China Railway Construction Corporation
expected to play a leading role.

The ML-1 upgrade includes construction of dual tracks, reconstruction of bridges, and
installation of a modern signaling system.

Officials said the initiative will not only provide faster passenger travel but also expand
Pakistan’s freight capacity, raising the rail share from 4 percent to 20 percent by 2030. The
project is also expected to create thousands of jobs during both its construction and
operational phases.

By shifting more cargo and passengers to rail, the plan aims to reduce Pakistan’s reliance on
costly road transport, potentially saving billions in fuel imports.

Despite its significance, Pakistan’s railway system has long struggled with underinvestment,
outdated technology, and frequent delays. Currently, Pakistan Railways operates over 7,700
kilometers of track, much of which requires urgent modernization.

https://www.nation.com.pk/25-Aug-2025/pakistan-to-launch-lahore-karachi-bullet-train-by-
2030-under-ml-1-project

China vows to stand with Pakistan in guarding territorial integrity
Mateen Haider

ISLAMABAD - China has said the Pakistani Army serves as the ballast of national stability
and a staunch defender of the China-Pakistan friendship and cooperation, guaranteeing
economic as well as regional prosperity.


https://www.dawn.com/news/1937038/beijing-backs-islamabads-efforts-to-safeguard-its-national-security
https://www.dawn.com/news/1937038/beijing-backs-islamabads-efforts-to-safeguard-its-national-security
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“The Pakistani military is a key contributor to regional stability and a steadfast partner in
strengthening the China—Pakistan ties,”

said Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of China in Beijing on Sunday, referring to the meeting between Wang Yi and Army
Chief Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir.

The Chinese foreign minister said that the Pakistani military has always supported both sides
in earnestly implementing the important common understandings reached by the leaders of
the two countries.

Touching on broader strategic concerns, the Chinese FM emphasised the importance of the
partnership amid shifting global dynamics:

He emphasized that in a world, facing growing uncertainty, promoting a strong China-
Pakistan relationship is conducive to maintaining regional peace and stability.

He added that China has always prioritized Pakistan in its neighbourhood diplomacy, and
China-Pakistan relations have withstood the test of time and become even stronger.

“Despite tough times, Pakistan—China relations have grown even stronger,” he noted,
highlighting the durability of the bilateral relationship.

The Chinese Foreign Minister said the two countries have forged an unbreakable traditional
friendship.

He said China will continue to support Pakistan in safeguarding its territorial integrity and
national security, and welcomes Pakistan to play a greater role in international affairs.

According to the Chinese Foreign Ministry,

Syed Asim Munir had said China is Pakistan’s ironclad friend, and that the two countries
have always shared weal and woe, with their strategic partnership as solid as a rock.

He said developing friendly relations with China is a consensus across Pakistani society. He
expressed sincere gratitude for China’s valuable support in the economic and social
development of Pakistan over the long term.

Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir also said the Pakistani military is willing to actively promote
counter-terrorism and security cooperation between the two countries, and will continue to
make every effort to ensure the safety of Chinese personnel,

projects and institutions in Pakistan, contributing to the consolidation and development of the
all-weather friendship between Pakistan and China.

https://www.nation.com.pk/25-Aug-2025/china-vows-to-stand-with-pakistan-in-quarding-
territorial-integrity
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From Tianjin to Tomorrow
Ambassador Babar Amin

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has, over the past two decades, evolved into a
central platform for dialogue, cooperation, and stability across the regions encompassing
Eurasia, China, Central and South Asia, and adjoining areas. Originally established as the
Shanghai Five with a narrow security focus, the Organization has since broadened its agenda
to encompass a wide spectrum of issues, ranging from counterterrorism, regional security,
economic integration, technological innovation, and socio-cultural exchange.

Chairmanship cycles have played a defining role in steering these priorities, with each
member state leaving its imprint on the SCO’s trajectory. In this context, China’s current
Chairmanship of the Council of Heads of State (CHS) during 2024 — 25 carries particular
importance, not only for its scale and ambition, but also for its potential to shape the
Organization’s course for the next decade.

It is worth recalling that Pakistan’s first year as a full member of the SCO coincided with
China’s Chairmanship in 2017-18. The strong support extended by China at that time
enabled Pakistan to integrate smoothly and effectively into the SCO framework. Serving as
Pakistan’s first National Coordinator for the Organization, the author personally witnessed
the progressive, reform-oriented, and forward-looking agenda advanced by China during its
rotational Chairmanship of that period.

Reflecting on China’s 2024 — 25 leadership, all indications suggest that the Tianjin Summit
of the SCO CHS, scheduled for 31 August — 1 September, will be far more than a routine
gathering. It 1s expected to mark a milestone in defining SCO’s trajectory for the next decade.
In the run-up to the Summit, China has hosted over 110 SCO-specific events, laying the
groundwork for what will be the largest Summit in the Organization’s history. Leaders from
over 20 countries and the heads of 10 international organizations are set to participate.

The Tianjin Summit is expected to reaffirm the SCO’s role as a cornerstone of peace,
stability, and prosperity across Eurasia, China, South and East Asia, the Middle East and
North Africa, and other extended regions.

The SCO’s development plan unfolds on two converging tracks:

First, the Five-year Economic Development Strategy leading to the year 2030 delivers a
concentrated roadmap for trade, investment, infrastructure connectivity, and technological
cooperation establishing the tangible economic foundation for regional integration.

Second, the broader ten-year Comprehensive Development Strategy up to 2035 builds upon
this by incorporating security, institutional cooperation, health resilience, cultural exchange,
and global multilateral engagement painting a strategic vision for the SCO’s role in shaping
the next geopolitical era.

Importantly, while President Xi Jinping’s flagship initiatives — the Global Development
Initiative, the Global Security Initiative, and the Global Civilization Initiative have inspired
the SCO’s thinking in areas such as connectivity, sustainable development, security
cooperation, and civilizational dialogue, yet they are not formally incorporated into official
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SCO documents, largely due to India’s obstruction of consensus. Instead, their underlying
principles and values are selectively introduced and adapted within the Organization’s unique
structure and multilateral ethos, without direct attribution to the parent initiatives.

Under the theme of “SCO — Year of Sustainable Development,” China advanced a wide
range of cooperation initiatives aligned with the eight priority areas of President Xi Jinping’s
Global Development Initiative, such as poverty reduction, food security, public health,
financing for development, climate change and green growth, industrialization, the digital
economy, and connectivity.

On the economic front, China promoted the need for greater use of national currencies in
trade settlements, advanced proposals for establishing an SCO Development Bank and
Development Fund, and supported connectivity projects in transport, energy, and the digital
economy. Efforts were also accelerated on feasibility studies for SCO Free Trade Zones,
designed to facilitate intra-SCO trade.

A notable outcome was the signing of 18 projects worth US$665 million, spanning
agriculture, energy, and digital technology at the ‘China — SCO Conference on Industrial
Cooperation for Sustainable Development’ held in Tianjin in April 2025. Significantly, many
of these projects involved SCO dialogue partners, reflecting a new spirit of inclusiveness and
a shift from dialogue to tangible deliverables.

On 15 July 2025, following the Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) meeting in Tianjin,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi informed that the CFM had agreed on the following five
priority areas for concrete SCO action:

Carry forward the Shanghai Spirit by strengthening solidarity, mutual trust, and cooperation
as guiding norms for international relations in these turbulent times. Reinforce security
mechanisms, enhancing the Organization’s capacity to counter terrorism, separatism,
extremism, organized crime, drug trafficking, and cyber threats. Promoting shared
development by aligning national strategies, building resilient supply chains, and expanding
cooperation in trade, energy, technology, green industries, and the digital economy, with
consensus in principle to establish an SCO Development Bank and financing mechanisms.
Consolidate good-neighborliness by deepening people-to-people ties and building a
community of peace and prosperity and Uphold fairness and justice, defending the correct
legacy of World War 11, safeguarding the UN-centered system, and working for a more just
and equitable global order, while supporting peace in the Middle East and stability in
Afghanistan.

The Ministers also agreed to accelerate the creation of four specialized centers, which are: (i)
a Universal Security Threat Analysis and Coordination Center, (ii) an Anti-Drug Center in
Dushanbe, (iii) a Cybersecurity Coordination Facility, and (iv) a Counter-Terrorism Training
and Research Institute to reinforce the work of RATS.

SCO made significant headway in the digital domain. At the 2025 ICT Ministers’ Meeting in
Karamay, Xinjiang, member states adopted a Digital Transformation Plan to align policies,
share technologies, and expand infrastructure such as backbone networks and data centers,
while advancing cooperation in Al, big data, cloud computing, smart cities, cross-border e-
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certification, and data governance. Building on this, the SCO Digital Economy Forum in
Tianjin launched the Digital Economy Think Tank Alliance, encouraged convergence on data
governance, digital public goods, and interoperable standards, and underscored the
importance of “soft connectivity” through harmonized regulations on Al, data flows, and
digital platforms.

Cultural and people-to-people exchanges also remained a hallmark of China’s chairmanship.
Youth programs, networking initiatives, and intellectual cooperation platforms complemented
the Organization’s economic and security agenda, creating a more balanced and
comprehensive approach.

Taken together, these and many other steps elevated the SCO CHS Summit from a forum of
periodic annual consultations to a truly comprehensive cooperation mechanism. The Tianjin
Summit symbolizes this transformation, strengthening institutional foundations and
enhancing the Organization’s global relevance.

While momentous developments have been taken during the Chinese Chairmanship, yet
certain primary challenges to SCO remain. SCO has come a long way to build legal and
institutional foundations; however, certain practical limitations are at times strong.

In security, while strong frameworks exist against terrorism, separatism, and extremism,
implementation is uneven and joint operations remain limited.

Political frictions also weigh heavily, India’s obstruction of Pakistan’s connectivity projects
and reluctance to endorse collective development initiatives strongly supported by all other
members have slowed consensus.

Western sanctions on Iran, coupled with the targeting of Pakistan and its CPEC projects by
TTP and BLA — Majeed Brigade elements based in Afghanistan with the active collusion of
our eastern neighbour have gravely undermined SCO’s efforts toward economic integration
and collective security.

On the economic front, dialogue has advanced, but progress on currency settlements, tariff
reduction, investment protection, and avoidance of double taxation has been modest.

Looking ahead, the Organization must move from words to action; from frameworks to real
security cooperation through greater intelligence sharing, capacity-building and sincerity in
countering the three evils.

At the same time, governance must adapt through innovation. To prevent institutional
paralysis, consensus could be complemented by “coalitions of the willing” in non-contentious
areas such as disaster relief, humanitarian assistance, climate cooperation, and global political
issues of common interest to members.

SCO needs to strengthen its global voice. The wide interest of countries across regions to
become SCO members, observers and dialogue partners needs to be carefully and prudently
used to enhance the organization’s footprint and influence.

Internally, soft mechanisms for dispute resolution and a coordinated media approach can help
manage differences discreetly and present unity.
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In short, the SCO’s foundations are solid, but the next stage requires practical cooperation,
deeper economic integration, flexible decision-making, and a stronger, more confident global
role.

In conclusion, China’s chairmanship advanced the SCO’s collective aims by reinforcing
security cooperation, deepening economic and digital initiatives, as well as expanding
cultural connectivity.

Unlike the exclusive Cold War-style blocs such as NATO, QUAD, or AUKUS, SCO’s
openness and focus on non-traditional security make it a more constructive and influential
actor in the international community.

Looking ahead, 2026 — 27 will mark Pakistan’s turn to assume the SCQO’s rotatory CHS
Chairmanship. Preparation must begin now, drawing on the guidance of our Chinese friends
whose proven experience in hosting five CHS Summits and numerous major events offers
valuable lessons for our success.

https://www.nation.com.pk/26-Aug-2025/from-tianjin-to-tomorrow

Auqust 26, 2025

Business Recorder

Pakistan eyes $5bn investments at Pakistan-China B2B moot
Nuzhat Noor

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to deepen economic ties with Beijing, Pakistan is targeting up to $5
billion in new investment at the forthcoming Pakistan-China B2B Investment Conference,
scheduled for 4th September in Beijing, coinciding with the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit 2025.

The conference underscores Islamabad’s renewed drive to attract Chinese capital beyond
traditional government channels, focusing on business-to-business partnerships to unlock
opportunities across key sectors.

In an exclusive interview with Business Recorder on Monday, Pakistan’s Ambassador to
China, Khalil Hashmi, said Islamabad is focused on tangible outcomes rather than symbolic
gestures. “We’re not just counting handshakes — we’re counting deals,” he said.
“Conservatively, we expect around 70 to 75 memoranda of understanding (MoUs) and up to
40 joint ventures.

But if momentum holds, investment volumes could surpass $5 billion, with over 100 MoUs
on the table.”

With cautious optimism, he added, “In a liberal estimate, the investment volume could well
exceed $5 billion, with over 100 MoUs in play.”

He noted that the embassy has become a key facilitator of business-to-business (B2B)
engagement, working alongside traditional government-to-government (G2G) channels,
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both considered equally important. His comments underscored the potential significance of
the event as one of Pakistan’s most impactful investment diplomacy efforts in recent years.

The Pakistan Embassy in Beijing, backed by the Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) and the federal government, is spearheading a fresh wave of economic diplomacy.
The high-stakes forum aims to catalyse business deals across key sectors, reaffirming
Islamabad’s strategic economic outreach.

Hashmi emphasised that this “strategic economic engineering” is producing tangible results.
More than $1.2 billion worth of MoUs and contracts were signed last year alone, with over 20
per cent already realised. “This is not about ceremonial signings — it’s about concrete
business outcomes,” he added.

The second Pakistan-China B2B Investment Conference is set to spotlight sectors with strong
export potential, including textiles, leather, agriculture, fisheries, plastics, and ICT.

Embassy-led efforts have already produced 850 B2B meetings, resulting in 45 MoUs valued
at $600 million. Additionally, 60 MoUs are currently in advanced stages of negotiation.

Investor facilitation measures have also been ramped up.

Exclusive lounges for Chinese investors at major airports, one-window business facilitation
centres in provincial capitals, and streamlined visa regimes are among the steps implemented.

“We’ve adopted the Shenzhen model to make Pakistan investor-friendly,” he explained.

Cultural and people-to-people diplomacy is also being integrated into the strategy. From
mango festivals in Beijing to fashion showcases in Shanghai, Pakistan is using soft power to
complement its trade outreach.

Vocational training partnerships with Chinese institutions are also being developed to address
Pakistan’s skills gap.

On security perceptions, the ambassador said,

“Perception lies in the eyes of the beholder. The fact that 200 Chinese companies visited
Pakistan this year alone speaks to the confidence we’ve built.”

Looking ahead, Hashmi said the September conference could prove a watershed moment.
With conservative estimates already significant and more ambitious projections on the
horizon,

Pakistan is positioning itself as a serious contender for Chinese investment flows. “We are
not just hosting conferences,” he concluded,

“We’re building bridges.”

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40379679/pakistan-eyes-5bn-investments-at-pakistan-
china-b2b-moot
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Business Recorder

Bol says number of Chinese cos for B2B event is quite low
Mushtag Ghumman

ISLAMABAD: Although preparations for the Prime Minister’s upcoming visit to China are
in full swing, the Board of Investment (Bol) has expressed concerns over the low number of
Chinese companies that have confirmed to attend the planned B2B event.

This shortfall may lead to withdrawals from the Pakistani side, as local companies are keen to
meet at least 4-5 counterparts during the engagement, well-informed sources in the Bol
told Business Recorder.

At a recent meeting chaired by the Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives, the Pakistan Embassy in China reported that around 286 companies from both
countries are expected to participate in the event, and 30 Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) have already been received.

The Embassy also informed the participants that WeChat groups are being created for each
sector to facilitate formal interactions between companies. In coordination with the Bol, the
Mission will organize two interactive sessions covering five sectors each. These sessions will
include sector-specific briefings followed by Q&A segments.

The chair directed the Bol to prepare an information pack for the Pakistani delegation
traveling to China for B2B engagements.

It was also announced that the China World Hotel in Beijing has been finalized as the venue
for the event. The Embassy assured attendees that adequate space is available, with each
Pakistani company being allocated a separate booth. Chinese companies will visit these
booths according to a pre-determined schedule, and booth details will be displayed at the
venue.

Questions were raised regarding provincial representation, to which the chair responded that
all provincial investment departments—or their equivalent—must participate in the event.

The chair further instructed the Embassy to present a physical layout of the venue to ensure
space allocation for all participants. The layout will also assist companies in deciding what
materials to bring for setting up their booths.

Additionally, the Embassy has started uploading data and company profiles of Pakistani firms
to an online portal, with pitch books to be added once finalized. A representative from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) noted that a formal invitation letter from the Chinese
Embassy is required for visa applications, which will be arranged once participant details are
finalized.

A representative from Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) inquired about the number of
participants and expected travel dates to calculate cost estimates. He noted that PIA currently
operates only four Boeing 777 or equivalent aircraft, which are already committed to key
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international routes. As a result, the airline will operate a special flight using an Airbus A320
for the event.

Following decisions were taken during the meeting: (i) Pakistan Embassy in China to share
physical layout plan and ensure space for SECP, FBR, SBP and provinces at the earliest; (ii)
representative not less than BS-21 from SECP, SBP and FBR will attend the event; (iii)
representative not less than BS-20 from Provincial Boards of Investment will attend the
event; and (iv) Bol to share details of participants with MoFA for facilitation of visas.

However, in another meeting it was decided that a special dedicated flight (Boeing 777) shall
be arranged for the business delegation. Bol will provide timelines for the establishment of
five Business Facilitation Centres in SEZs. Further a dedicated 24/7 call centre serving a
single point of contact for facilitation of businesses shall be made operational.

It was also decided that minimum Rs 100 billion payment of circular debt related to Chinese
IPPs shall be transferred by August 25, 2025.

This deadline, has, however, not been met.

A single booth with all trained HR covering FBR, SBP, SECP, Bol and other as identified by
Bol be available for technical assistance,

along with Chinese language interpreters to the potential investors during the conference. Bol
shall be responsible for training and rehearsals of the team selected for the booth.

The sources said, it has also decided that coal gasification project with Chinese to be
formalized and continual progress be intimated.

High quality video of ready SEZs showing all facilities for potential Chinese investors in
Chinese language to be prepared.

Due to the keen interest shown by the Chinese Government, special focus and partnership
models be prepared for the following sectors:

(i) agriculture; (ii) relocation of identified Chinese industries; (iii) upgradation of KKH; (iv)
financing for ML-1; (v) training and skill enhancement in IT/ITeS& Al; and (vi) SEZs
readiness.

Ministry of National Food Security and Research will deliver a standalone presentation on
opportunities of Chinese investment in agriculture.

MNFSR shall present progress on identification of counterparts matching with the Chinese
proposals and develop a video for showcasing the potential of agriculture sector.

Ministry of Interior has been directed that summary for the Cabinet on visa reforms, as
Secretary presented to the PM today, be submitted immediately, for approval.

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40379877/boi-says-number-of-chinese-cos-for-b2b-event-
is-quite-low
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Pakistan Observer

BRI and SCO: A Convergence of Development & Prosperity
Dr Mahmood Ul Hassan Khan

It seems that the “shared” development concept of the BRI has turned ideas into actions,
vision into reality and general frameworks into the largest international cooperation platform,
making it the biggest development project of the 21st century.

Over the past 12 years, it has significantly promoted a global community of shared future,
transforming crises into opportunities and building bridges rather than blocs. The BRI has
paved a path to global well-being, integrating peace, prosperity, openness, innovation and
social progress, demonstrating its role as the global project of the century.

The initiative has attracted more than 152 countries and no other project in modern history
has achieved such wide convergence in such a short time. Its influence is incomparable,
generating immense multiplier effects in socio-economic growth, trans-regional connectivity,
infrastructural development, economic security and multicultural cooperation among member
countries. From the beginning, it has played an extraordinary role in promoting all-rounded
connectivity, helping the world navigate challenges while fostering prosperity, innovation
and cultural exchange. In this way, it continues to replicate Xi Jinping’s call for a path of
happiness.

Critical analysis reveals that the BRI is built on Xi’s vision of a community with a shared
future for mankind, paving the way for a revolutionary global axis. It encourages developing
countries and the Global South to strive for a better economic future, improve quality of life
and strengthen international fairness and global governance through dialogue, diplomacy and
development. It is encouraging to note that the BRI has transformed landlocked Central Asian
countries into land-linked and maritime-connected nations, opening doors to global markets.
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan have made impressive progress through
their Middle Corridors, which now add strategic value to the development of the SCO.

BRI investments have already delivered remarkable achievements. In Europe, they bolstered
the Port of Piraeus and revolutionized the Budapest-Belgrade railway. In Africa, the Addis
Ababa-Djibouti Railway became the continent’s first electrified railway. So far, the BRI has
established more than 3,000 cooperation projects, mobilized nearly US$1 trillion in
investment and created 420,000 jobs in local communities. These milestones underline its
transformative impact across regions and sectors.

It is clear that the BRI has become a vital element of regional integration and development,
connecting diverse countries through infrastructure and trade. Despite attempts by some
Western forces to stigmatize its agenda, the initiative continues to expand, developing
integrated transportation infrastructure across Eurasia. This bold undertaking is creating a
fundamentally new transport configuration for the world, providing broad prospects for
connectivity and cooperation across continents.

The BRI today represents the largest platform for international cooperation with the broadest
coverage. Over the past 12 years, more than three-quarters of the world’s countries and over
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30 international organizations have signed cooperation agreements under its framework. This
reflects its growing global outreach and its role in shaping a brighter and more prosperous
future for humanity. At the same time, SCO member countries stand to gain significantly
from the BRI in terms of infrastructure, trade, energy and sustainability, ensuring that once
projects are completed, their people will directly benefit.

Through the BRI, China has actively supported infrastructure projects across Central Asia.
Investments from Chinese banks, along with technological support, have deepened economic
ties and enhanced regional integration. This collaboration has strengthened China’s role as a
dominant partner while adhering to the principle of equality among member states. All six
initial SCO members were historically linked by the ancient Silk Road and President Xi has
revitalized this heritage by using the BRI as a key driver of cooperation.

Over the past 12 years, China has used the BRI to advance its holistic cooperation with SCO
countries, accelerating diversified development. By aligning their development strategies,
China and SCO members have achieved meaningful results in infrastructure, trade and
financial connectivity. Tianjin’s spirit of openness and inclusivity naturally aligns with the
SCO’s principles of mutual trust, equality, consultation, cultural respect and common
development. As the 2025 SCO Summit approaches, Tianjin is preparing to facilitate new
milestones in building a community with a shared future.

In summary, the BRI and SCO have jointly advanced the journey of mutual progress and
prosperity through peaceful mega projects, transforming communities, countries, continents
and enterprises. These efforts have brightened the prospects for achieving better quality of
life worldwide, aligning with Xi’s vision of a global shared future. The SCO, as an important
platform for peace and development, continues to promote regional stability and prosperity
by fostering solidarity, mutual trust and fairness among its members.

China’s innovative proposals for streamlining the SCO—strengthening strategic alignment,
expanding cooperation, addressing major risks and deepening people-to-people exchanges—
are steps in the right direction. China is committed to building consensus among SCO
members on both development and security, while also protecting BRI cooperation that
benefits all. With its expertise in e-commerce, green energy, infrastructure, industrialization,
digitalization and artificial intelligence, China is willing to share opportunities with its
partners. More than US$40 billion in investments already demonstrate China’s strong
commitment to building a prosperous, greener and sustainable SCO.

https://pakobserver.net/bri-and-sco-a-convergence-of-development-prosperity/
Breaking The Mold

The BRI’s potential to act as a powerful driver of transformation across the Global South
needs to be fully tapped in a tariff-turmoiled world

In an era when some major powers are increasingly reaching for tariffs to score tactical wins,
China’s Belt and Road Initiative offers something rarer: a long-horizon platform for
productivity, connectivity and structural transformation. The tariff war that the United States
initiated in 2018 intensified in 2024, with steep new levies on targeted Chinese goods such as
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electric vehicles, solar cells and semiconductors. These attacks have disrupted supply chains
and raised uncertainty across global and regional value chains. The official rationale is
strategic; the practical effect is fragmentation. Even the International Monetary Fund warned
in 2023 that persistent geoeconomic fragmentation could reduce global GDP by up to 7
percent in the long run, with disproportionate costs for developing countries that rely on open
trade to climb the technology and income ladders.

Against that backdrop, the BRI’s emphasis on hard infrastructure, cross-border logistics and
complementary industrial capacity remains one of the few scalable development propositions
available to the Global South. It is not a panacea, and its outcomes vary with domestic
governance, project selection and macro-management. But the BRI tilts toward fundamentals
that raise total factor productivity: ports, railways, power plants, digital links, and the
institutions and skills that make them useful.

Consider Nigeria, Africa’s most populous economy and a bellwether for West Africa. Over
the past decade, a set of BRI-aligned projects has begun to address longstanding logistics
bottlenecks that keep the products of Nigerian companies expensive at home and
uncompetitive abroad. The Lagos-lbadan Standard Gauge Railway, inaugurated in 2021,
reduced the travel time along a core freight and passenger corridor and relieved pressure on
the Apapa road spine that had long throttled port access. Its completion followed the earlier
Abuja-Kaduna railway, which demonstrated how rail connectivity can catalyze local
commerce and commuter flows when paired with security and last-mile infrastructure.

On the coast, the Lekki Deep Sea Port, formally opened in 2023, created Nigeria’s first
modern deepwater gateway with draft and equipment able to handle the newest generation of
container vessels. With annual capacity projected in the multimillion-TEU(twenty-foot
equivalent unit) range as operations scale, Lekki is already re-routing West African shipping
patterns, reducing feeder dependence and lowering logistics costs for both imports (capital
goods, intermediate inputs) and exports (agri-business, light manufacturing products). The
port’s complementing with the Lekki Free Zone and new expressway links exemplifies how
BRI-related projects can be nested in industrial ecosystems to maximize spillovers.

These projects are more than isolated builds; they form the backbone of Nigeria’s long-
delayed structural transformation. When freight becomes predictable and affordable,
producers can access inputs at lower cost, turn over inventory more efficiently, and achieve
economies of scale in manufacturing. This shift opens the way for countries to move beyond
raw-commodity dependence toward higher value-added roles in regional and global value
chains. Evidence shows that well-executed infrastructure investment can lift growth by
approximately 2 percentage points a year, while also reducing inequality and improving
welfare.

But infrastructure alone is not enough. Transformation depends on embedding these assets
within credible national strategies, backed by transparent procurement, sound debt
management and realistic demand forecasts. By aligning BRI corridors with industrial
policies — such as agro-processing clusters, pharmaceuticals or light engineering — and
pairing them with power-sector reforms, countries such as Nigeria can turn transport
corridors into true productivity drivers. The same logic extends across Africa: rail and roads
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only achieve their full impact when complemented by special economic zones, customs
modernization and vocational training.

The comparative calculus looks even more favorable when set against a tariff-heavy global
policy mix. The US’ recent tariff actions, including 2024 increases on EVs to 100 percent and
hikes on solar cells, semiconductors, cranes, and more, will undoubtedly reshape trade in
those sectors. But for the Global South, the broader collateral damage is the signal: policy
risk is rising in legacy markets just as developing countries are trying to climb technology
ladders and lock in export contracts to amortize new capital. Companies are hedging by
shortening supply chains and “friend-shoring”, but the IMF’s empirical simulations suggest
that persistent fragmentation reduces efficiency, scale and knowledge diffusion — exactly the
channels latecomers need most. In practice, this means fewer orders, thinner technology
spillovers and a harder slog to catch up. In contrast, the BRI’s project pipeline — when
selected well — pushes capital toward bottlenecks that have historically deterred private
investment: long-gestation transport, energy and digital backbones. AidData’s landmark
dataset documents hundreds of billions of dollars in Chinese development finance since 2000,
the bulk of it targeting low- and middle-income countries that traditional investors have often
deemed too risky. Of course, the BRI must keep evolving. Its next phase should focus on
selecting high-quality projects with strong governance, where transparent tenders,
independent reviews and climate-resilient designs ensure long-term durability. Just as
important is linking transport investments with reliable power, harmonized standards and
easier trade facilitation so that lower logistics costs translate into real export competitiveness.
Finally, the “soft” side of the BRI — human capital and technology transfer — needs greater
emphasis, from vocational training and ensuring that skills and institutions grow as steadily
as the infrastructure itself. Tariffs may redirect some trade in the short run, but they rarely
build capacity; they tax consumers, sow uncertainty and invite retaliation that narrows
markets. The IMF’s modeling is a sober reminder that when the world fragments, latecomers
pay twice: once through lost efficiency and again through foregone learning. The case for the
BRI, then, is not ideological; it is developmental. It rests on a simple, empirically grounded
proposition: long-term prosperity in Nigeria, Africa and across the Global South requires
cheaper, faster and more reliable movement of people, power, data and goods — plus the
skills and standards to use those factors well. In a moment when tariff politics threaten to
shrink horizons, the BRI — done right — expands them. The task for policymakers is to
make the most of that opening: insist on quality, align projects with strategy, protect fiscal
sustainability and invest in people so that it becomes concrete capability. If they succeed, the
dividends will multiply over decades — not just in headline GDP figures, but in what truly
matters: diversified exports, resilient supply chains, healthier populations and a greater share
of value added retained at home. In today’s tariff-first world, failing to pursue meaningful
global engagement is not simply a missed opportunity; it risks being overtaken by a model
that prioritizes cooperation, opens markets and builds a more balanced global economy. For
Nigeria, Africa and the wider Global South, such engagement is not a luxury — it is a
development necessity. https://pakobserver.net/breaking-the-mold/
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The Nation

Govt reaffirms Pakistan—China agricultural partnership for food security,
prosperity
JAVAID UR RAHMAN

ISLAMABAD - Federal National Food Security and Research Minister Rana Tanveer
Hussain Tuesday chaired a high-level meeting in Islamabad with a 20-member Chinese
delegation led by Yuan Jianmin, Advisor to the People’s Government of Xinjiang, China.
The delegation, which also included Ma Xiaoli, head of Xinjiang Iron Brother International
Company, is on a visit to Pakistan from 25th August to 7th September 2025 to explore
avenues of agricultural collaboration. Welcoming the delegation, Rana Tanveer Hussain said
that Pakistan attaches the highest importance to its agricultural partnership with China, which
he described as a cornerstone for achieving national food security. He stressed that
agriculture is the backbone of Pakistan’s economy and that China’s cooperation will play a
decisive role in transforming the sector through innovation, technology transfer, and
institutional support. The minister highlighted that China’s experience in modern farming,
irrigation, and research provides valuable lessons for Pakistan, particularly at a time when the
country is facing climate change, water scarcity, and population pressures. The minister
emphasised that Pakistan seeks China’s support not only in technology and mechanisation,
but also in seed development, biotechnology, crop diversification, and water-efficient
farming practices. “Our farmers are hardworking and resilient, but they need access to
modern tools and techniques. With China’s cooperation, we can empower our farming
community to compete at the international level,” he remarked. Rana Tanveer Hussain further
assured the Chinese delegation that Pakistan would extend full institutional support to all
joint projects and would ensure a transparent, efficient, and facilitative environment for
Chinese companies and experts working in the country. He also expressed his confidence that
the planned visit of the delegation to Punjab’s agricultural lands and Gilgit-Baltistan’s
proposed Special Economic Zone for agriculture would open new horizons for bilateral
investment and collaboration. The minister added that Pakistan is ready to work hand-in-hand
with China in developing climate-resilient crop varieties, introducing smart irrigation
systems, and promoting agri-based industries that can enhance rural livelihoods and
strengthen national exports. “Our cooperation is not confined to one area,” the minister noted,
adding, “it extends to every field of agriculture and food security, ensuring a partnership that
is both comprehensive and enduring.”

The meeting was attended by the Secretary of the Ministry of National Food Security and
Research, Joint Secretary, Chairman National Seed Authority, senior officials, and academic
experts. Concluding the session, Rana Tanveer Hussain reiterated that Pakistan and China are
“iron brothers” whose cooperation in agriculture will become a model of friendship and
progress. He stated, “Together, Pakistan and China will not only secure our own food
systems but will also contribute to regional stability and prosperity.”
https://www.nation.com.pk/27-Aug-2025/govt-reaffirms-pakistan-china-agricultural-
partnership-for-food-security-prosperity
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Auqust 28, 2025
The Nation

China FM Visit to Pakistan
Malik Muhammad Ashraf

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi, during his recent visit to Pakistan, interacted with his
Pakistani counterpart Ishaq Dar, President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
and Field Marshal Asim Munir. In his discussions with these leaders, he reaffirmed China’s
abiding commitment to support Pakistan in safeguarding its national independence,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity, as well as backing her efforts to combat terrorism
besides upgrading CPEC.

He was right on money to say that CPEC was the cornerstone of Pak-China strategic
partnership and its current focus was on promoting its high quality development, purported to
support Pakistan’s journey towards self-sustained development and strengthening its
economic resilience. The visit has surely taken the relations between the two countries to yet
another higher notch. It is needless to emphasise that ever since the establishment of
diplomatic ties between the two countries in 1951, the relations have assumed unprecedented
strength, weathering the vicissitudes to time. The economic and military cooperation between
the two nations has assumed dizzying heights. The epithet of ‘iron brothers’, which is proudly
claimed by the two countries, justifiably reflects the strength of these bonds.

Brazilian lyricist and writer Paulo Coelho de Souza said,” Friendship isn’t about whom you
have known the longest...it’s about who came and never left”. What he said is quintessential
of the friendship between Pakistan and China.

The issues that transpired in Wang’s meeting with the Field Marshall, apart from the
discussions with the civilian leadership, deserve particular mention. Wang raised the issue of
the security of Chinese personnel working on development projects in Pakistan, and he was
assured by the Chief Marshal that Efforts would continue to ensure the protection of Chinese
personnel working on projects and institutions in Pakistan. He further said that the Pakistan
Army was ready to enhance counter-terrorism and security cooperation. General Asim’s
assurance regarding ensuring the safety of Chinese personnel directly addresses Beijing’s
concerns. This commitment strengthens trust, which is a hallmark of the Pak-China
partnership.

It is worth mentioning that the Pakistan Army has already created a special division to protect
CPEC installations, Chinese Engineers and workers. However, the enemies of Pakistan,
through their terrorist attacks on Chinese personnel, did try to sabotage the cooperation
between the two countries, but have failed to create any dent in the relations between the two
countries.

The Field Marshal reiterated that maintaining friendly relations with China was the
unanimous stance of the entire Pakistani nation. It truly reflected the sentiments of every
Pakistani.
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The most significant remark made by Wang was regarding the Pakistan Army being the pillar
of national stability and a strong guardian of Pakistan-China friendship and cooperation,
which has always strongly supported the implementation of key consensuses reached
between the leadership of both countries. It is indeed a strategic endorsement by a global
power. It needs to be understood and appreciated by all the patriotic elements. There is no
doubt that the Pakistan Army is the guarantor and defender of the territorial and ideological
frontiers of the country and regional security. It has made unprecedented sacrifices to
strengthen the edifice of the state and its security as well as combating terrorism, which poses
an existential threat to the country. The resolve expressed by Wang to back Pakistan’s efforts
for combating terrorism is also a strong message of deterrence to separatist proxies and
hostile intelligence agencies that any subversion would be confronted with unswerving
resolve through concerted efforts of the two countries.

Wang also welcomed Pakistan’s role in global affairs. Here again, the role played by the
armed forces and Field Marshal Asim in giving a befitting response to the Indian aggression
and the reset of relations between Pakistan and the USA needs to be appreciated and
acknowledged. It has certainly lifted the global standing of the country. Field Marshall not
only achieved military ascendency over India but also played the role of an architect of a new
relationship with the USA.

Perhaps it would be appropriate to recap the role played by China in the economic
development of Pakistan and boosting its defence capabilities for the benefit of the readers.
The significant economic projects built with Chinese assistance include construction of the
KKH Highway, Heavy Mechanical Complex at Taxila, Pakistan Aeronautical Complex
(PAC) and construction of Chashma Nuclear Plants. In the backdrop of the US-India deal for
the transfer of civilian nuclear technology, which Pakistan regarded as a discriminatory act,
China exhibited the strength of friendship between the two countries by agreeing to help
Pakistan in building Chashma IV and V. It has also been extending support to Pakistan
regarding its stance for criteria-based admittance of new members to the prestigious Nuclear
Suppliers Group. It also helped in saving Pakistan from being pushed into the blacklist by
FATF. The co-production of the JF-17 Thunder aircraft at PAC is yet another milestone in
defence relations between the two countries. Remember, it was P15 missiles provided by
China that downed Indian Rafael planes during the recent military conflict.

China fully understands the challenges being faced by Pakistan, its geo-political relevance,
and its contributions towards regional peace and stability and has repeatedly assured full-
spectrum support for Pakistan in grappling with those challenges. It has always appreciated
Pakistan’s efforts to deal with the phenomenon of terrorism, urging the world as well to
acknowledge those achievements.

https://www.nation.com.pk/28-Aug-2025/china-fm-visit-to-pakistan
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Chinese Newspapers

August 19, 2025
People’s Daily

Chinese FM to visit Pakistan, hold 6th round of China-Pakistan Foreign
Ministers' Strategic Dialogue

BEWING, Aug. 19 (Xinhua) -- From August 20 to 22, Wang Yi, a member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and Foreign Minister, will visit
Pakistan and hold the Sixth Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue
with Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, a
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson announced here Tuesday.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0819/c90000-20354781 .html
Auqust 21, 2025
China Daily

China, Pakistan reaffirm commitment to corridor
ZHAO JIA

Beijing and Islamabad have pledged to prioritize high-quality cooperation in fostering the
upgraded version of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, or CPEC.

The consensus was reached during the sixth China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic
Dialogue, held by Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, on Thursday.

At a joint news conference, Wang said both sides remain committed to building the CPEC as
a growth corridor, a people’s livelihood corridor, innovation corridor, green corridor, and
open corridor.

According to a news release from China's Foreign Ministry, the two nations will focus on
deepening cooperation in industry, agriculture, and mining, while jointly supporting the
construction and operation of Gwadar Port, and advancing the Karakoram Highway project.
They also invited third-party participation in railway upgrades.

Wang told reporters China and Pakistan will also implement more "small but beautiful”
livelihood projects in Pakistan and enhance exchanges in education, youth, and cultural
fields.

He expressed China's hope that Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in Tianjin and celebrations commemorating the
80th anniversary of victory in the Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression (1931-45).

When asked about the role of relations between the two neighbors, Wang reiterated that
China and Pakistan are ironclad friends and all-weather strategic partners.
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The construction of the CPEC will benefit not only people from China and Pakistan but also
those in Afghanistan and beyond, he said.

With Pakistan serving as a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council,
Wang said Beijing and Islamabad will coordinate with each other on safeguarding the
legitimate rights and interests of developing countries.

During talks with Wang, Dar reaffirmed that friendship with China was the cornerstone of
Pakistan's foreign policy, and pledged to combat terrorism and ensure the safety of Chinese
institutions and personnel in Pakistan.

Pakistan was the last stop on Wang's five-day South Asian tour, which also took him to India
and Afghanistan.

Commenting on the current situation in South Asia at the joint news conference, Wang
highlighted the region's vast potential and called the 21st century an era for Asia, particularly
South Asia, to accelerate development and rejuvenation.

He noted that despite differences, India, Afghanistan, and Pakistan share the vision that a
peaceful, stable, and prosperous South Asia serves the interests of all, and that they are all
willing to strengthen good-neighborly friendship and deepen cooperation with China for win-
win outcomes.

China's relations with South Asian countries, including Pakistan and India, are not directed
against any third party, he added.

Faced with unilateral bullying practices, Wang said all three countries underlined the need to
uphold multilateralism and strive to promote a more equitable and orderly multipolar world
as well as inclusive economic globalization that benefits all.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/21/\WS68a73a8aa310851ffdb4f695.html

Shanghai hospital and a local enterprise donate patented medical device to
Pakistan

A signing ceremony for the transfer of a patent related to a type of radial artery hemostasis
device was held at Zhongshan Hospital Affiliated with Fudan University in Shanghai on
Wednesday, with a local company donating 200,000 yuan ($27,870) worth of such devices to
the Punjab Institute of Cardiology in Pakistan.

The Shanghai hospital said that the donation opened a new chapter in China-Pakistan medical
cooperation, showing an emotional connection across borders.

A Chinese citizen surnamed Ji, who worked in Lahore, Pakistan, suffered an acute
myocardial infarction and returned to China for treatment four months ago. The cardiology
team at Zhongshan Hospital in Shanghai successfully opened his blocked artery after three
hours of intensive efforts.

What left a lasting impression on Ji, however, was the small transparent device used after the
surgery. It gently wrapped around his wrist, providing efficient and painless hemostasis, a
stark contrast to the traditional sandbag compression method used in Pakistan, which often
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causes discomfort and complications. This experience inspired him to have the idea of
bringing the medical technology, which is already widely used in clinical settings across
China, to patients in Pakistan.

Ge Junbo, an academician with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and a leading expert in
cardiology in the country, explained that coronary interventions are typically accessed via the
radial artery in the wrist. Despite the minimally invasive nature of the procedure, effective
post-operative hemostasis is crucial.

The professional radial artery hemostasis device uses a precision balloon pressure system to
ensure effective hemostasis, while minimizing pressure on surrounding tissues, showing the
humanitarian aspect of medical technology. In contrast, Pakistan's traditional sandbag method
may cause prolonged bleeding, local hematomas, and even nerve damage, he said.

Zhou Jian, president of Shanghai Zhongshan Hospital, said, "Doctors understand what
patients truly need, while engineers know how to best meet such needs through techniques.
Such devices show the power of combining medical expertise with engineering innovation.”

"This event symbolizes the cross-national transmission of the medical humanitarian spirit. In
the future, we will do more in this area, not only exporting advanced technology but also
collaborating with international partners to train talent and share experiences," said Ge.

Consul-General of Pakistan to Shanghai, Shehzad Ahmad Khan, also delivered a speech at
the signing ceremony.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/21/\WS68a6¢4f2a310851ffdb4f5¢2.html

China, Afghanistan, Pakistan pledge greater cooperation for shared
development

ZHAQ JIA

At the sixth China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Trilateral Foreign Ministers' Dialogue, held in
Kabul on Wednesday, the three nations reaffirmed their commitment to enhancing
cooperation across all fields to promote regional peace, stability and shared prosperity.

The dialogue was attended by visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Afghan Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttagi and Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

The mechanism, first established in 2017, was revived in 2022 during a meeting in China's
Anhui province and serves as a key platform for coordination among the three countries.

During Wednesday's talks, Wang emphasized the need for the three countries to expand
development cooperation, boost trade and investment, improve connectivity infrastructure,
and strengthen people-to-people ties. He also called for deeper security collaboration to
combat transnational terrorism.

Wang further stressed the need for mutual trust and support in areas of core interest, as well
as opposing any external interference in regional affairs.
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He also expressed China's support for Afghanistan in advancing diplomatic normalization
and pledged to speak for Afghanistan in multilateral forums.

Muttaqi praised China's contributions to trilateral cooperation and said Afghanistan was
willing to deepen friendly relations and enhance coordination for greater progress in trilateral
cooperation.

Noting the strong historical, cultural and economic ties that bind the the three nations, Dar
called for intensified collaboration for common development in the areas of trade, Belt and
Road cooperation, connectivity and counterterrorism.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/21/WS68a685f6a310851 ffdb4f4f6.html
Global Times

Chinese, Pakistani foreign ministers hold 6th round of strategic dialogue

Chen Qingging

Wang Yi, a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee and Chinese Foreign Minister, arrived in Pakistan on Thursday and held Sixth
Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue with Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister.

According to a release from the Chinese Foreign Ministry on Thursday, during the dialogue,
Wang said China and Pakistan share a bond of trust and loyalty, standing together through
thick and thin as steadfast, reliable friends. China will continue to prioritize Pakistan in its
neighborhood diplomacy, unwaveringly supporting Pakistan in safeguarding its national
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, combating terrorism, achieving unity and
stability, accelerating development and revitalization, and playing a greater role in
international and regional affairs.

Wang stated that China is willing to collaborate with Pakistan to implement the important
consensus reached between leaders of two sides, prepare for high-level interactions in the
second half of the year, and ensure that the construction of the China-Pakistan community
with a shared future remains at the forefront of regional community-building efforts. This
will benefit the peoples of both nations and serve as a model for maintaining regional peace,
stability, development, and prosperity, according to the release.

Wang emphasized that China supports Pakistan in advancing its development and
strengthening its national capabilities to fundamentally enhance its ability to address internal
and external challenges. He called for both sides to jointly uphold the multilateral trading
system and oppose unilateral hegemonic actions.

China is ready to deepen cooperation with Pakistan in areas such as information technology;,
cybersecurity, and people-to-people exchanges. It is also hoped that Pakistan will continue to
foster a safe, efficient, and conducive business environment, effectively ensuring the security
of Chinese personnel, projects, and institutions in Pakistan, according to Wang.

During the Dialogue, the two sides reviewed the entire gamut of Pakistan-China relations and
discussed important regional and global issues, according to the Pakistani Foreign Ministry.
They also exchanged in-depth views on multiple facets of bilateral cooperation including
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 2.0, trade and economic relations, multilateral
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cooperation and people-to-people ties, the ministry said on Thursday.

Underlining the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership between Pakistan and China,
Dar and Wang agreed that Pakistan-China friendship is significant for maintaining regional
peace and stability and also indispensable for progress and prosperity of the two countries.
They also agreed to continue close coordination and communication, both bilaterally and at
multilateral forums, the Pakistani ministry said.

Wang's visit to Pakistan was not merely a routine diplomatic activity, but rather another high-
level interaction between China and Pakistan, as well as a continuation of the two sides'
tradition of "family-like" exchanges, Qian Feng, director of the research department at the
National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University, told the Global Times on Thursday.

China and Pakistan maintain an all-weather strategic cooperative partnership, which occupies
an extremely important position in China's neighborhood diplomacy and overall foreign
policy, Qian noted.

This relationship has long been hailed as an ironclad friendship. Its defining features include
a solid foundation, deep strategic mutual trust, and frequent high-level exchanges-hallmarks
of China-Pakistan relations, Qian said.

The visit also comes at a time when Pakistan and US ties are improving visibly after US
President Donald Trump claimed to have mediated a ceasefire between India and its western
neighbor following a brief clash in May, Bloomberg said.

When commenting on the uptick or probably substantial improvement of relations between
Pakistan and the US, the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said during a
press conference on August 19 that the Pakistan-US relationship is a matter between the two
countries.

China and Pakistan are ironclad friends and all-weather strategic cooperative partners, and
our bilateral relationship is not affected by any third party and does not target any third party,
Mao said.

Both India and Pakistan are China's important neighbors. We are willing to enhance friendly
cooperation with both countries, and hope that differences between these two countries can
be properly handled, the spokesperson added.

In response to some Western media that have hyped up that this visit took place against the
backdrop of increasingly close relations between Pakistan and the US, Qian believed that
those making such hype fundamentally misunderstand the essence of China-Pakistan
relations.

"During this visit, both sides conducted in-depth discussions on bilateral relations and shared
regional and international concerns. They emphasized deepening strategic mutual trust,
reinforcing the China-Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative partnership, and building a
closer China-Pakistan community with a shared future,” Qian said.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif will visit China later this month to formally launch
the second phase of the CPEC 2.0, focusing on industrial zones, agriculture and Gwadar port
expansion. The trip will coincide with the SCO summit in Tianjin, according to CNBC
report.

The meeting came after the sixth China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Dialogue in
Kabul, Afghanistan on Wednesday where Wang, along with Afghan Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi and Dar, attended the dialogue.
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Based on the information currently released by various parties, the core agenda of the Kabul
meeting remains the promotion of regional and transnational cooperation, Zhu Yongbiao, the
executive director of the Research Center for the Belt and Road at Lanzhou University, told
the Global Times on Thursday.

Afghanistan places great emphasis on economic development and welcomes foreign
investment, particularly hoping that the CPEC can be extended into its territory. This aligns
both with Afghanistan's need to strengthen its own "self-sustaining™ capacity and with the
interests of China and Pakistan, Zhu noted.

"Although the overall situation in Afghanistan has improved and the political environment is
relatively stable, attracting foreign investment still faces many challenges. Against this
backdrop, the trilateral meeting among China, Afghanistan, and Pakistan not only provides
support to Afghanistan's economy but also helps stabilize Pakistan's situation and sends a
positive signal for regional cooperation,” he said.

http://globaltimes.cn/page/202508/1341428.shtml

Xinhua News

Chinese FM holds strategic dialogue with Pakistani counterpart

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 21 (Xinhua) -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the
Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, co-chaired the Sixth
Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue with Pakistani Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar here on Thursday.

Wang said that under the strategic guidance of the leaders of the two countries, the China-
Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative partnership is steadily advancing with more
strategic significance. He congratulated Pakistan for assuming the rotating presidency of the
United Nations Security Council in July, upholding justice for developing countries, and
enhancing Pakistan's international status and influence.

Wang stated that China is willing to make joint efforts with Pakistan to implement the
important consensus reached by the leaders of the two countries, and prepare for high-level
exchanges in the second half of the year, so that the building of a China-Pakistan community
with a shared future will continue to take the lead during the process of China's building a
community with a shared future with its neighboring countries.

Wang pointed out that China supports Pakistan in developing its economy and consolidating
its national strength to fundamentally enhance its ability to respond to internal and external
challenges. Both sides should work together to uphold the multilateral trading system and
oppose unilateral bullying.

Dar said the bilateral dialogue was held in due time, which concretely manifested the two
countries' ironclad friendship. Friendship with China is the cornerstone of Pakistan's foreign
policy and a common understanding throughout the country. The Pakistani side will continue
to fully support China's work as the rotating chair of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and jointly promote the successful hosting of the Tianjin summit.


http://globaltimes.cn/page/202508/1341428.shtml
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Dar said that the Pakistani side looks forward to further deepening practical cooperation in
various fields between Pakistan and China, while continuously enriching the connotation of
the Pakistan-China all-weather strategic cooperative partnership.

He added that Pakistan will firmly support the building of a Pakistan-China community with
a shared future, and support the Belt and Road Initiative, the Global Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initiative and the Global Civilization Initiative proposed by China.

Pakistan will make every effort to combat all forms of terrorism and take all measures to
ensure the safety of Chinese institutions and personnel in Pakistan, said the Pakistani foreign
minister.

Both sides also had in-depth exchanges of views on international and regional issues of
common concern.

https://english.news.cn/20250821/b0f5a5d935e5470h86e011f04f181438/c.html
Auqust 22, 2025

China Daily

China, Pakistan renew friendship and commitment to national
development

ZHAOQO JIA

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari expressed his willingness to make progress on the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor and Gwadar Port projects to better serve both peoples during
Thursday's meeting with visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Islamabad.

Regardless of the evolving global landscape, Pakistan completely trusts China and stands
firmly with Beijing, Zardari said. He also highlighted the need for continued coordination on
major international and regional issues to maintain peace, stability and prosperity in the
region.

Noting that China prioritizes its relationship with Pakistan in its neighborhood diplomacy,
Wang pledged the country's continuous support for Pakistan in upholding it sovereignty,
territorial integrity and national dignity.

Amid a turbulent international environment, China is ready to work with Pakistan to deepen
traditional friendship, enhance strategic communication and build "CPEC 2.0", forging a
closer community between the two countries with a shared future in the new era.

Also on Thursday, Wang met with Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who said he was
looking forward to attending the upcoming Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in
Tianjin and events to mark the 80th anniversary of victory in the Chinese People's War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression (1931-45).

Sharif said Pakistan hoped to advance "CPEC 2.0", expand cooperation in areas such as
agriculture, mining and energy, and assured China of his country's commitment to ensuring
the safety of Chinese personnel and projects.


https://english.news.cn/20250821/b0f5a5d935e5470b86e011f04f181438/c.html
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Wang welcomed Sharif's upcoming visit, emphasizing that the China-Pakistan friendship
remains unshakable.

He called for the enhancement of mutually beneficial cooperation in Gwadar Port, industrial
parks, connectivity and high-tech sectors to boost Pakistan's independent development
capacities and resilience against external challenges. Wang also reiterated China's support for
Pakistan's counter-terrorism efforts to create a secure and favorable environment for national
development and bilateral cooperation.

During his three-day visit to Pakistan, which started on Wednesday, Wang also met with
Pakistani Chief of Army Staff Syed Asim Munir and held the sixth China-Pakistan Foreign
Ministers' Strategic Dialogue with Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/22/\WS68a7e194a310851 ffdb4f8cf.html
Global Times

Regardless of how the situation evolves, Pakistan fully trusts China and
will unswervingly stand side by side with it: Pakistani president

Regardless of how the situation evolves, Pakistan fully trusts China and will unswervingly
stand side by side with it, Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari said in meeting with Wang Yi,
a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and
Chinese Foreign Minister on Thursday local time.

While today's world is full of risks and challenges, China dares to confront and resist bullying
practices, firmly safeguarding its own interests as well as the common interests of developing
countries, Zardari said, according to a readout released by the Chinese Foreign Ministry on
Friday.

Pakistan is grateful for China's selfless support for its economic and social development and
is ready to advance cooperation projects such as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and Gwadar Port to deliver new progress and better benefit the peoples of both
countries, Zardari said, who also expressed hope that Pakistan and China will continue to
enhance coordination and cooperation on major regional and international issues, jointly
safeguarding peace, stability, and prosperity in the region.

Wang said the friendship between China and Pakistan has withstood trials, remains
unbreakable, and is as solid as rock. China has always placed its relations with Pakistan as a
priority in its neighborhood diplomacy and appreciates Pakistan's long-standing support for
China's core interests and major concerns. China will continue to support Pakistan in
safeguarding its sovereignty, territorial integrity, and national dignity, according to the
readout.

In the face of a turbulent and intertwined international landscape, China is ready to work with
Pakistan, guided by the important consensus of the two countries' leaders, to deepen
traditional friendship, enhance strategic communication, upgrade the CPEC to a "version
2.0," and build a closer China-Pakistan community of shared future in the new era, thereby
bringing greater benefits to the peoples of both countries, Wang said.
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Wang co-chaired the Sixth Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic
Dialogue with Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
in Pakistan on Thursday.

During the visit, Wang also met with Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Pakistani
Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir.

In meeting with Wang, Shehbaz expressed his keen anticipation of visiting China to attend
the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Tianjin Summit and the commemoration of the
80th anniversary of the victory in the Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War.

Shehbaz emphasized that the Pakistan-China friendship is unique, with all-weather
cooperation covering all fields and levels.

Pakistan looks forward to working with China to advance the construction of the "CPEC 2.0
upgrade,” and deepening cooperation in agriculture, mining, energy resources, aerospace,
information technology, and infrastructure development, thereby boosting Pakistan's
economic and social vitality.

He stressed that Pakistan attaches great importance to the safety of Chinese nationals in
Pakistan and will make every effort to ensure the security of Chinese citizens and projects.
China supports

Pakistan in resolutely combating all forms of terrorist forces, so as to create a secure and
favorable environment for national development and bilateral cooperation, Wang told
Shehbaz.

During the meeting, Munir also noted that the Pakistani military is ready to actively promote
counterterrorism and security cooperation between the two countries and will continue to
make every effort to ensure the safety of Chinese personnel,

projects, and institutions in Pakistan, contributing to the consolidation and development of
the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership between China and Pakistan.

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202508/1341474 .shtml

People’s Daily

Beijing, Kabul, Islamabad vow stronger cooperation
ZHAO JIA

China, Afghanistan and Pakistan have pledged to deepen cooperation in trade, connectivity
and security to promote regional peace and prosperity, as their foreign ministers met in Kabul
on Wednesday for the sixth China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Dialogue.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagi and
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar attended the
talks. The trilateral mechanism, launched by China in 2017 and revived in 2022, serves as an
important platform for the three neighbors to coordinate policies. An informal ministerial
meeting held in Beijing in May helped maintain momentum for trilateral engagement.


https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202508/1341474.shtml
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Wang said China stands ready to work with Afghanistan and Pakistan to “strengthen
exchanges at all levels and consolidate strategic trust".He called for expanded trade and
investment, enhanced connectivity, stronger people-to-people ties, and joint efforts against
cross-border terrorism.

He urged the three sides to "jointly oppose external interference in the region and reject the
use of their territories by any force or individual to undermine each other's sovereignty,
security and territorial integrity".

Beijing will continue to speak up for Kabul at multilateral forums, encourage constructive
international engagement, and support the normalization of Afghanistan's foreign relations,
Wang added. Muttaqi praised China's role in advancing trilateral cooperation, saying
Afghanistan hopes to deepen friendship and coordination for greater progress. Dar
highlighted the vast potential of trilateral cooperation in trade, Belt and Road cooperation,
connectivity and counterterrorism, urging the unfreezing of Afghanistan's overseas assets and
calling for stronger collective action against terrorism in all forms. The meeting marked
Wang's second visit to Afghanistan since the withdrawal of United States-led troops and the
Taliban's return to power in 2021, following a trip in March 2022. Analysts said the visits
highlight China's intention to carry forward traditional friendship with Afghanistan and
strengthen ties with the neighboring country. Liu Zongyi, director of the Center for South
Asian Studies at the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, said that through platforms
such as the trilateral dialogue, China and Pakistan have played a leading role among regional
and international actors in promoting Afghanistan's stability, reconstruction and global
engagement.

"While some Western countries have imposed unilateral sanctions and frozen billions in
Afghan assets, Beijing has maintained that Afghanistan should not be excluded from the
international community and has encouraged greater dialogue with Kabul to support the
country's reconstruction,” Liu said. Earlier on Wednesday, Afghan Prime Minister Mullah
Mohammad Hassan Akhund met with Wang. He described China as a "force for justice" in
the world and commended its policy of noninterference. Akhund pledged that Afghanistan
"will never allow its territory to be used to threaten China" and expressed readiness to
advance “positive and sustainable "friendship with Beijing. Wang reaffirmed that, as
Afghanistan’'s neighbor, China will continue to champion fairness, oppose unilateral bullying
and promote practical cooperation across all fields. He reiterated China's concerns about the
East Turkestan Islamic Movement, which is listed by the United Nations Security Council as
a terrorist group, and urged Kabul to intensify its crackdown. Wang also held separate
meetings with Afghan Foreign Minister Muttaqi and Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haggani on
Wednesday. Compared with some countries "obsessed with geopolitical competition”, Liu
said, China "pursues a friendly policy toward all Afghan people and is a partner that
Afghanistan can trust in its postwar future”. Despite shifting political circumstances, China-
Afghanistan relations have remained stable, with diplomatic missions in both capitals
operating normally and helping sustain bilateral relations, he added.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356023.html
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Chinese FM holds strategic dialogue with Pakistani counterpart
ISLAMABAD, Aug. 21 (Xinhua) -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of
the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, co-chaired the
Sixth Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue with Pakistani Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar here on Thursday.

Wang said that under the strategic guidance of the leaders of the two countries, the China-
Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative partnership is steadily advancing with more
strategic significance. He congratulated Pakistan for assuming the rotating presidency of the
United Nations Security Council in July, upholding justice for developing countries, and
enhancing Pakistan's international status and influence.

Wang stated that China is willing to make joint efforts with Pakistan to implement the
important consensus reached by the leaders of the two countries, and prepare for high-level
exchanges in the second half of the year, so that the building of a China-Pakistan community
with a shared future will continue to take the lead during the process of China's building a
community with a shared future with its neighboring countries.

Wang pointed out that China supports Pakistan in developing its economy and consolidating
its national strength to fundamentally enhance its ability to respond to internal and external
challenges. Both sides should work together to uphold the multilateral trading system and
oppose unilateral bullying.

Dar said the bilateral dialogue was held in due time, which concretely manifested the two
countries' ironclad friendship. Friendship with China is the cornerstone of Pakistan's foreign
policy and a common understanding throughout the country. The Pakistani side will continue
to fully support China's work as the rotating chair of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and jointly promote the successful hosting of the Tianjin summit.

Dar said that the Pakistani side looks forward to further deepening practical cooperation in
various fields between Pakistan and China, while continuously enriching the connotation of
the Pakistan-China all-weather strategic cooperative partnership.

He added that Pakistan will firmly support the building of a Pakistan-China community with
a shared future, and support the Belt and Road Initiative, the Global Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initiative and the Global Civilization Initiative proposed by China.

Pakistan will make every effort to combat all forms of terrorism and take all measures to
ensure the safety of Chinese institutions and personnel in Pakistan, said the Pakistani foreign
minister.

Both sides also had in-depth exchanges of views on international and regional issues of
common concern.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356255.html
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Chinese FM says 21st century should be era of accelerated development,

revitalization for Asia, especially South Asia
ISLAMABAD, Aug. 21 (Xinhua) -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Thursday said the
21st century should be an era of accelerated development and revitalization for Asia,
especially South Asia.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee, made the remarks at a joint press conference with Pakistani Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar after the Sixth Round of China-Pakistan
Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue.

He was responding to a question from reporters about China's view on the current situation in
South Asia and the role of China-Pakistan cooperation, as Pakistan is the last stop of his
recent visit to three South Asian countries.

South Asian countries have a long history, splendid civilization, large population, and huge
development potential, Wang said, referring to them as China's close neighbors linked by
mountains and rivers, and also an important direction for China to build a community with a
shared future in its neighborhood.

Stressing that he felt the immense development potential and resilience of South Asia
following this visit to India, Afghanistan and Pakistan, Wang said the 21st century should be
an era of accelerated development and revitalization for Asia, especially South Asia.

Although India, Afghanistan and Pakistan have different national conditions, they all
recognize that development is the top priority and the broadest consensus among them, as
well as among all countries in the region, Wang said, adding that a peaceful, stable and
prosperous South Asia serves the common interests of all parties and meets the aspirations of
the people of all countries.

In the face of pressure from unilateral bullying, Wang said the three countries all believe that
they should adhere to multilateralism, safeguard their legitimate rights and interests, and
strive to promote equal and orderly multipolarization of the world and inclusive economic
globalization.

The three countries are willing to strengthen good-neighborly friendship with China, their
largest neighbor, deepen exchanges and cooperation, and seek mutual benefit and win-win
results, Wang said, noting that China will be a reliable partner and a solid support for South
Asian countries.

China pursues the policy of an amicable, secure and prosperous neighborhood, adhering to
the concept of amity, sincerity, mutual benefit, and inclusiveness, and a shared future. It is
always committed to mutual respect, mutual understanding, mutual trust and mutual success
with South Asian countries, Wang said.

China and South Asian countries are natural partners, and there is broad space for
cooperation, he said. Despite ups and downs, China-India relations have a long history and
increasingly demonstrate a clear historical logic; the China-Pakistan friendship has withstood
the test of time, gaining stronger internal impetus, Wang said.
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The relationships between China and Pakistan, China and India, as well as China and other
neighboring countries, are not directed against any third party and are not subject to any
third-party influence, he said.

Highlighting that China and Pakistan are ironclad friends and all-weather strategic
cooperative partners, Wang said the building of a China-Pakistan community with a shared
future is at the forefront of China's building a community with a shared future with
neighboring countries, setting an important example.

He said China and Pakistan are leading the implementation of the Global Development
Initiative, and the building of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will not only benefit the
people of the two countries but also extend to Afghanistan and other countries.

The two countries also practice the Global Security Initiative, uphold the concept of common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and are committed to developing high-
level security cooperation, Wang said, adding that both sides attach importance to the Global
Civilization Initiative, transcending differences in civilizations and social systems, and
promote greater mutual understanding and friendship between the two peoples.

Wang said that both China and Pakistan are important members of the Global South,
stressing that Pakistan has assumed the role of a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) starting this year, and China has gained another partner in
upholding fairness and justice in the UNSC.

The two countries will closely coordinate and cooperate to jointly safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of developing countries and the Global South, Wang said.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356160.html

Pakistani scientist helps combat **banana cancer™ in China
HAIKOU, Aug. 22 (Xinhua) -- In a banana field at Yazhou Bay Science and Technology
City in Sanya, south China's Hainan Province, Waseem Raza spends his mornings
meticulously inspecting stems, leaves and fruit clusters before plunging into late-night hours
in the lab, peering through microscopes and analyzing data until well past midnight. Raza, 45,
a scientist from Pakistan, has devoted his career to combating banana diseases. His journey in
China began in 2005 when he arrived for doctoral studies at Nanjing Agricultural University.
After graduating in December 2009, he stayed on as a lecturer at the university for 12 years.
This year, he joined the Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences (CATAS) as a
senior researcher, working in a laboratory at CATAS. His research focuses on soil ecology,
soil microbiology and plant-microbe interactions to help tackle Banana Fusarium Wilt, a
devastating fungal disease known as "banana cancer," which once wreaked havoc on China's
banana industry and caused production to plummet. "My job is to safeguard the health of
bananas,” Raza said. "I try to find effective ways to control disease and support the industry's
growth." After years of research, CATAS and other institutions have cultivated resistant
banana varieties, while also developing eco-friendly, disease-control technologies, which
revived the industry. However, in Pakistan, where the fruit is also a major source of income,
local farmers still face similar challenges.Raza and his team are now developing what he calls
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a "green revolution” approach, using bacterial volatile compounds that suppress and eliminate
pathogens while stimulating plant growth. They have completed lab trials.

"We plan to introduce these technologies to the fields this year or next. The goal is to
enhance the effectiveness against Banana Fusarium Wilt using bio-organic fertilizers,”" he
said. Through collaborations between China and Pakistan, Raza said he hopes to take these
technologies back to his home country. By combining Chinese expertise with local research,
he aims to strengthen the banana industries of both countries. Chen Yufeng, an associate
researcher at CATAS, said Raza's expertise not only made him a valuable addition to the
team but also strengthened their global outreach. "Such cross-border synergy helps us better
address agricultural challenges common to developing countries,” Chen added. Raza's story
reflects a broader trend of deepening scientific cooperation between China and Pakistan, with
Yazhou Bay Science and Technology City emerging as a hub for such exchanges and
Pakistani scientists like him increasingly taking leading roles in joint projects that bridge the
expertise of both nations. "China and Pakistan are very good friends," Raza said, pointing to
collaborations under the Belt and Road Initiative, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. Having lived in China for 20 years, Raza
considers the country his second home. Beyond his research, he has built a family in Sanya,
savors the tropical coastal scenery, and often strolls along the beach after work, with
colleagues guiding him to discover the city and enjoy its local cuisine. Though contracted
until 2030, Raza has already laid out long-term plans and hopes to settle permanently in
Sanya. "Agricultural cooperation has massive potential between China and Pakistan,”" Raza
said, noting that he will continue contributing to joint research and looks forward to stronger
collaboration between scientists to boost banana production and quality on both sides.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356480.html
Xinhua News

Pakistani PM meets Chinese FM on ties

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 22 (Xinhua) -- Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif met here on
Thursday with visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, saying that the friendship between
Pakistan and China is unique, with their all-weather friendship covering various fields and
levels. Sharif said he very much looks forward to attending the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Tianjin Summit in China and commemorative events marking the 80th
anniversary of victory in the Chinese People's War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist War. He said that the Pakistani side hopes to work with China to
promote the building of an upgraded Version 2.0 of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), deepen cooperation in agriculture, mining, energy and resources, aviation and
aerospace, information technology, infrastructure construction and other fields, and enhance
the vitality of Pakistan's economic and social development. The prime minister said that the
Pakistani side attaches great importance to the safety of Chinese personnel in Pakistan and
will make every effort to ensure the safety of Chinese citizens and projects. Wang, also a
member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, said
that China welcomes Shehbaz to visit China and looks forward to working with Pakistan and
all parties of the SCO to carry forward the Shanghai Spirit and make the summit an event of
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friendship, solidarity, and fruitful outcomes. The theme of the commemorative events to be
held on Sept. 3 is to bear history in mind, honor all those who laid down their lives, cherish
peace and open up the future, manifesting China's firm resolve to uphold the outcomes of the
victory of World War 1l and international fairness and justice, and actively promote the
building of a community with a shared future for humanity, he said. Calling the China-
Pakistan relationship unparalleled, Wang said that no matter how the international landscape
may evolve, the traditional friendship between China and Pakistan remains unshakable and
unbreakable. The building of a closer China-Pakistan community with a shared future aims to
closely link each other's future and destiny, promote common development and prosperity,
and work together on their way to modernization. Wang said that China has always been the
most reliable partner and strongest supporter for Pakistan. Both sides need to accelerate the
building of an upgraded Version 2.0 of the CPEC, focus on agriculture, industry and mining,
promote mutually beneficial cooperation in Gwadar Port, industrial parks, connectivity and
high technology, comprehensively enhance Pakistan's independent development capabilities,
and strengthen its resilience against external challenges. Wang also said that China supports
Pakistan in resolutely cracking down on all forms of terrorism and creating a secure and
favorable environment for national development and bilateral cooperation. Both sides also
exchanged views on international and regional issues of common concern.

https://english.news.cn/20250822/de962f23676e4a5a843c878c2d0e4c88/c.html
Auqust 23, 2025

China Daily
Mutual trust reaffirmed in visit

Pledge to consolidate coordination seen as boosting shared prosperity
ZHAO JIA

Beijing and Islamabad have pledged to upgrade the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
consolidate their strategic trust and coordination, a move officials and experts say will not
only deepen bilateral ties but also set an example for regional peace, stability and shared
prosperity. The consensus was reached as Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Pakistani
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar co-chaired the sixth
round of the China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue in Islamabad on Thursday.
According to China's Foreign Ministry, the two sides will build on past achievements by
promoting five new corridors — growth, livelihood, innovation, green and openness — while
deepening cooperation in industry, agriculture and mining. The effort aims to enhance
Pakistan's development capacity and strengthen its economic resilience. Launched in 2013,
the CPEC, a flagship project of the China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative, has helped
Pakistan improve its infrastructure and promote economic and social development. The two
countries also reaffirmed support for Gwadar Port, which is a key component of the CPEC,
pledging to advance the Karakoram Highway project and welcome third-party participation
in railway upgrades.At a joint news conference, Wang reiterated that China and Pakistan are
"ironclad friends" and "all-weather strategic cooperative partners™ who will always stand in


https://english.news.cn/20250822/de962f23676e4a5a843c878c2d0e4c88/c.html
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firm mutual trust and support. The CPEC will not only benefit both peoples but also extend to
Afghanistan and beyond, he added. Both sides pledged to strengthen coordination, practice
multilateralism and oppose unilateral bullying practices. Dar reaffirmed that friendship
remains the cornerstone of Pakistan's foreign policy. He expressed the country's readiness to
work with China to advance the upgraded CPEC and to deepen cooperation in areas such as
energy, information technology and connectivity. He also assured Beijing that Pakistan will
spare no effort in combating all forms of terrorism and ensuring the safety of Chinese
institutions and personnel in the country. During his stay in Islamabad, Wang was received
by Pakistan's President Asif Ali Zardari, who said Pakistan fully trusts China and will
unwaveringly stand by its side. Zardari called for closer coordination with China on regional
and international issues to safeguard peace and development.

Support expressed

Wang emphasized that China has always placed its relations with Pakistan as a priority in its
neighborhood diplomacy and will continue to firmly support Pakistan in safeguarding
national sovereignty, territorial integrity and national dignity.

During a meeting with Wang, Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif described bilateral
friendship as "unique"”, saying he looks forward to attending the upcoming Shanghai
Cooperation Organization Summit in Tianjin, and the commemorations marking the 80th
anniversary of the victory in the Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression (1931-45) and the World Anti-Fascist War. On Thursday in Islamabad, Wang
also met with Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir. The three-day visit was his first to
Pakistan in three years and the final leg of his five-day South Asia tour, which also took him
to India and Afghanistan. At the joint news briefing, Wang said the trip reinforced his
impression that South Asia has enormous development potential and momentum, noting that
the 21st century should be "an era of accelerated development and revitalization for Asia, and
especially South Asia". China and South Asian countries are "natural partners with vast room
for cooperation”, Wang said, emphasizing that its relations — whether with Pakistan, India or
other neighbors — do not target any third party, nor are they affected by any third party. Liu
Zongyi, director of the Center for South Asian Studies at the Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies, said China pursues amicable relations with its neighbors, promoting
mutual respect, inclusive cooperation, and win-win partnerships with South Asian countries
to build a community of shared future. "As all-weather strategic cooperative partners, China
and Pakistan stand as a model of regional cooperation based on mutual trust and pragmatic
collaboration,” he said. At a time of profound global and regional change, development
remains the strongest common aspiration, Liu said, adding that peace, stability and shared
prosperity in South Asia are essential to safeguarding the fundamental interests of all parties.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/23/\WS68290901a310851ffdb4faed.html
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Xinhua News

Seminar on SCO's ""China Year" held in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 23 (Xinhua) -- A seminar on the "China Year" of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) was held here, with participating Pakistani experts hailing
China's accomplishment as the rotating presidency and expecting Pakistan's greater
contribution to the further development of the organization.

Delivering the keynote address on Friday at the seminar titled "SCO's China Year 2025:
Upholding the Shanghai Spirit" at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, Pakistan's
National Coordinator for the SCO Farhat Ayesha said that "2025 will be remembered as the
year when China's active participation and strong contribution consolidated the organization's
role as an important platform for multilateralism."

She added that Pakistan looks forward to contributing to the SCO's long-term development
and the upcoming summit in Tianjin later this month.

On the occasion, Pakistani Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi said that the Pakistan-China
relationship is the cornerstone of Islamabad's foreign policy, adding that as an international
cooperative platform for dialogue, equality and shared development, the importance of the
SCO is growing and vital for ensuring peace, security and sustainable development.

Pakistan's former and first SCO National Coordinator, Babar Amin, looked forward to the
SCO Tianjin Summit and commended China's efforts in advancing cooperation in line with
the Global Development Initiative.

https://english.news.cn/20250823/cdd99654555140b2aa292752e8d7e3ed/c.html
Auqust 24, 2025

People’s Daily

Beijing, Kabul, Islamabad vow stronger cooperation
ZHAO JIA

China, Afghanistan and Pakistan have pledged to deepen cooperation in trade, connectivity
and security to promote regional peace and prosperity, as their foreign ministers met in Kabul
on Wednesday for the sixth China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Dialogue.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagi and
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishag Dar attended the
talks. The trilateral mechanism, launched by China in 2017 and revived in 2022, serves as an
important platform for the three neighbors to coordinate policies. An informal ministerial
meeting held in Beijing in May helped maintain momentum for trilateral engagement.

Wang said China stands ready to work with Afghanistan and Pakistan to "strengthen
exchanges at all levels and consolidate strategic trust".He called for expanded trade and
investment, enhanced connectivity, stronger people-to-people ties, and joint efforts against
cross-border terrorism.


https://english.news.cn/20250823/cdd99654555140b2aa292752e8d7e3ed/c.html
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He urged the three sides to "jointly oppose external interference in the region and reject the
use of their territories by any force or individual to undermine each other's sovereignty,
security and territorial integrity".

Beijing will continue to speak up for Kabul at multilateral forums, encourage constructive
international engagement, and support the normalization of Afghanistan's foreign relations,
Wang added.

Muttaqi praised China's role in advancing trilateral cooperation, saying Afghanistan hopes to
deepen friendship and coordination for greater progress. Dar highlighted the vast potential of
trilateral cooperation in trade, Belt and Road cooperation, connectivity and counterterrorism,
urging the unfreezing of Afghanistan's overseas assets and calling for stronger collective
action against terrorism in all forms.

The meeting marked Wang's second visit to Afghanistan since the withdrawal of United
States-led troops and the Taliban's return to power in 2021,

following a trip in March 2022. Analysts said the visits highlight China's intention to carry
forward traditional friendship with Afghanistan and strengthen ties with the neighboring
country.

Liu Zongyi, director of the Center for South Asian Studies at the Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies, said that through platforms such as the trilateral dialogue,

China and Pakistan have played a leading role among regional and international actors in
promoting Afghanistan’'s stability, reconstruction and global engagement.

"While some Western countries have imposed unilateral sanctions and frozen billions in
Afghan assets, Beijing has maintained that Afghanistan should not be excluded from the
international community and has encouraged greater dialogue with Kabul to support the
country's reconstruction,"

Liu said.

Earlier on Wednesday, Afghan Prime Minister Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund met with
Wang.

He described China as a "force for justice" in the world and commended its policy of
noninterference. Akhund pledged that Afghanistan "will never allow its territory to be used to
threaten China™ and expressed readiness to advance "positive and sustainable "friendship
with Beijing.

Wang reaffirmed that, as Afghanistan's neighbor, China will continue to champion fairness,
oppose unilateral bullying and promote practical cooperation across all fields. He reiterated
China's concerns about the East Turkestan Islamic Movement, which is listed by the United
Nations Security Council as a terrorist group, and urged Kabul to intensify its crackdown.

Wang also held separate meetings with Afghan Foreign Minister Muttaqi and Interior
Minister Sirajuddin Haggani on Wednesday.
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Compared with some countries "obsessed with geopolitical competition”, Liu said, China
"pursues a friendly policy toward all Afghan people and is a partner that Afghanistan can
trust in its postwar future™.

Despite shifting political circumstances, China-Afghanistan relations have remained stable,
with diplomatic missions in both capitals operating normally and helping sustain bilateral
relations, he added.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/¢90000-20356023.html

Chinese FM says 21st century should be era of accelerated development,
revitalization for Asia, especially South Asia

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 21 (Xinhua) -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Thursday said the
21st century should be an era of accelerated development and revitalization for Asia,
especially South Asia.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee, made the remarks at a joint press conference with Pakistani Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar after the Sixth Round of China-Pakistan
Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue.

He was responding to a question from reporters about China's view on the current situation in
South Asia and the role of China-Pakistan cooperation, as Pakistan is the last stop of his
recent visit to three South Asian countries.

South Asian countries have a long history, splendid civilization, large population, and huge
development potential, Wang said, referring to them as China's close neighbors linked by
mountains and rivers, and also an important direction for China to build a community with a
shared future in its neighborhood.

Stressing that he felt the immense development potential and resilience of South Asia
following this visit to India, Afghanistan and Pakistan, Wang said the 21st century should be
an era of accelerated development and revitalization for Asia, especially South Asia.
Although India, Afghanistan and Pakistan have different national conditions, they all
recognize that development is the top priority and the broadest consensus among them, as
well as among all countries in the region, Wang said, adding that a peaceful, stable and
prosperous South Asia serves the common interests of all parties and meets the aspirations of
the people of all countries. In the face of pressure from unilateral bullying, Wang said the
three countries all believe that they should adhere to multilateralism, safeguard their
legitimate rights and interests, and strive to promote equal and orderly multipolarization of
the world and inclusive economic globalization. The three countries are willing to strengthen
good-neighborly friendship with China, their largest neighbor, deepen exchanges and
cooperation, and seek mutual benefit and win-win results, Wang said, noting that China will
be a reliable partner and a solid support for South Asian countries.

China pursues the policy of an amicable, secure and prosperous neighborhood, adhering to
the concept of amity, sincerity, mutual benefit, and inclusiveness, and a shared future. It is
always committed to mutual respect, mutual understanding, mutual trust and mutual success
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with South Asian countries, Wang said. China and South Asian countries are natural partners,
and there is broad space for cooperation, he said. Despite ups and downs, China-India
relations have a long history and increasingly demonstrate a clear historical logic; the China-
Pakistan friendship has withstood the test of time, gaining stronger internal impetus, Wang
said. The relationships between China and Pakistan, China and India, as well as China and
other neighboring countries, are not directed against any third party and are not subject to any
third-party influence, he said. Highlighting that China and Pakistan are ironclad friends and
all-weather strategic cooperative partners, Wang said the building of a China-Pakistan
community with a shared future is at the forefront of China's building a community with a
shared future with neighboring countries, setting an important example. He said China and
Pakistan are leading the implementation of the Global Development Initiative, and the
building of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will not only benefit the people of the two
countries but also extend to Afghanistan and other countries. The two countries also practice
the Global Security Initiative, uphold the concept of common, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security, and are committed to developing high-level security cooperation,
Wang said, adding that both sides attach importance to the Global Civilization Initiative,
transcending differences in civilizations and social systems, and promote greater mutual
understanding and friendship between the two peoples. Wang said that both China and
Pakistan are important members of the Global South, stressing that Pakistan has assumed the
role of a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) starting this
year, and China has gained another partner in upholding fairness and justice in the UNSC.
The two countries will closely coordinate and cooperate to jointly safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of developing countries and the Global South, Wang said.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356160.html

Pakistani scientist helps combat **banana cancer™ in China

HAIKOU, Aug. 22 (Xinhua) -- In a banana field at Yazhou Bay Science and Technology
City in Sanya, south China's Hainan Province, Waseem Raza spends his mornings
meticulously inspecting stems, leaves and fruit clusters before plunging into late-night hours
in the lab, peering through microscopes and analyzing data until well past midnight. Raza, 45,
a scientist from Pakistan, has devoted his career to combating banana diseases. His journey in
China began in 2005 when he arrived for doctoral studies at Nanjing Agricultural University.
After graduating in December 2009, he stayed on as a lecturer at the university for 12 years.
This year, he joined the Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences (CATAS) as a
senior researcher, working in a laboratory at CATAS. His research focuses on soil ecology,
soil microbiology and plant-microbe interactions to help tackle Banana Fusarium Wilt, a
devastating fungal disease known as "banana cancer,” which once wreaked havoc on China's
banana industry and caused production to plummet. "My job is to safeguard the health of
bananas,” Raza said. "I try to find effective ways to control disease and support the industry's
growth." After years of research, CATAS and other institutions have cultivated resistant
banana varieties, while also developing eco-friendly, disease-control technologies, which
revived the industry. However, in Pakistan, where the fruit is also a major source of income,
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local farmers still face similar challenges. Raza and his team are now developing what he
calls a "green revolution™ approach, using bacterial volatile compounds that suppress and
eliminate pathogens while stimulating plant growth. They have completed lab trials. "We
plan to introduce these technologies to the fields this year or next. The goal is to enhance the
effectiveness against Banana Fusarium Wilt using bio-organic fertilizers," he said. Through
collaborations between China and Pakistan, Raza said he hopes to take these technologies
back to his home country. By combining Chinese expertise with local research, he aims to
strengthen the banana industries of both countries. Chen Yufeng, an associate researcher at
CATAS, said Raza's expertise not only made him a valuable addition to the team but also
strengthened their global outreach.

"Such cross-border synergy helps us better address agricultural challenges common to
developing countries,” Chen added. Raza's story reflects a broader trend of deepening
scientific cooperation between China and Pakistan, with Yazhou Bay Science and
Technology City emerging as a hub for such exchanges and Pakistani scientists like him
increasingly taking leading roles in joint projects that bridge the expertise of both nations.
"China and Pakistan are very good friends,” Raza said, pointing to collaborations under the
Belt and Road Initiative, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. Having lived in China for 20 years, Raza considers the country his
second home. Beyond his research, he has built a family in Sanya, savors the tropical coastal
scenery, and often strolls along the beach after work, with colleagues guiding him to discover
the city and enjoy its local cuisine. Though contracted until 2030, Raza has already laid out
long-term plans and hopes to settle permanently in Sanya. "Agricultural cooperation has
massive potential between China and Pakistan,"” Raza said, noting that he will continue
contributing to joint research and looks forward to stronger collaboration between scientists
to boost banana production and quality on both
sides. https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0822/c90000-20356480.html

Xinhua News

Pakistani PM urges students to adopt modern Chinese agricultural
practices

ISLAMABAD, Aug. 23 (Xinhua) -- Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
encouraged the country's young agricultural graduates leaving for China to learn modern
Chinese practices to help transform Pakistan's farming sector. Addressing a ceremony for the
second batch of 300 students under the Prime Minister's Initiative for Capacity Building of
1,000 Agricultural Graduates in China -- a government-to-government program launched last
year, Sharif said Pakistan's progress was directly linked with the growth of its agriculture
sector. He said Pakistan's future prosperity was closely tied to strengthening its agrarian
economy, which remains the backbone of the country. He noted that the initiative was
launched after he visited China's Shaanxi Province, where he was impressed by the quality of
practical training at local agricultural universities. He thanked the Chinese leadership for
extending support to Pakistan in promoting youth development and agricultural
modernization. Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong congratulated the students on
obtaining valuable learning opportunities and believed that they will become the pillars of
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Pakistan's national development and the bridge of China-Pakistan friendship. Speaking to
Xinhua after the ceremony, Mutasaddiq Ali, an agricultural engineer specializing in farm
mechanization, said he had "very high expectations” from the training. "China has developed
the latest precision agriculture techniques, and if such technologies are introduced in
Pakistan, they will be highly beneficial for our farmers,” he said, adding that higher yields
and reduced losses would directly support rural livelihoods.

https://english.news.cn/20250824/ac9d4f6a7ad84918b2a98fe75bf063d5/c.html
Auqust 25, 2025

People’s Daily

China, Pakistan to take partnership to new heights
LIU JIANQIAO

China and Pakistan should take their all-weather strategic partnership into a new stage, with
fresh momentum in modernization, regional connectivity and people-to-people exchanges, as
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor enters its next phase, experts said.

At the sixth China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers' Strategic Dialogue on Thursday, the two sides
pledged to upgrade the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor into a "growth, livelihood, green
and open corridor”, with a focus on industrial cooperation, agriculture, mining, connectivity
through Gwadar Port, and infrastructure projects such as the realignment of the Karakoram
Highway.

In recent years, China and Pakistan have been dedicated to building CPEC 2.0. Several
memorandums of agreement were signed to expand bilateral cooperation in various aspects,
and the two nations agreed to launch the second phase of the China-Pakistan Free Trade
Agreement.

According to data from the General Administration of Customs of China, the total bilateral
trade in goods between China and Pakistan reached $23.1 billion in 2024, an increase of 11.1
percent from the previous year.

Apart from collaborations in traditional areas, both countries have been working together to
strengthen regional security coordination, emphasizing strategic trust, counterterrorism,
security dialogue mechanisms and connectivity initiatives.

Wang Zhimin, a researcher at the Academy of China Open Economy Studies under the
University of International Business and Economics, said that economic cooperation between
China and Pakistan has delivered tangible benefits to the Pakistani people and injected
sustained momentum into the country's long-term development.

"Pakistan was the first country to forge an all-weather strategic partnership with China, and it
remains committed to building an even closer community with a shared future in the new era.
The high level of trust and cooperation between the two sides has laid a solid foundation for
advancing collaboration under the CPEC," he said.
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Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, CEO of the Asian Institute of Eco-civilization Research and
Development in Pakistan,

said that the defining feature of China-Pakistan ties is that the relationship is "dynamic"
rather than "static".

Both countries have continued to adapt their ties to new realities based on brotherhood and
win-win cooperation. Built on mutual trust, respect and support for each other's core interests,
the partnership has become unique in the world, he said.

He said the CPEC created 236,000 direct jobs over the past decade, with many more
generated indirectly as more than 100 small and medium-sized enterprises benefited in its
first phase.

"These achievements highlight the vast potential for deeper cooperation in the new era, with
both sides encouraged to invest in developing a skilled workforce and expanding STEM
education to meet future demands,"” Ramay said.

STEM education is a teaching approach that combines science, technology, engineering and
math.

Zamir Ahmed Awan, founding chair of Global Silk Route Research Alliance and a
nonresident fellow at the Beijing-based Center for China and Globalization,

said the friendship between China and Pakistan is characterized as "higher than mountains,
deeper than oceans, and sweeter than honey".

"The China-Pakistan partnership has become a stabilizing force amid growing global
polarization and security uncertainties. Built on mutual trust and equality, the relationship is
reinforced by frequent high-level exchanges that reaffirm strategic commitment and inject
new momentum into practical collaborations,” he said.

Addressing challenges

Awan further elaborated that such engagements enable the two sides to align their visions,
address common challenges and push forward new initiatives in areas ranging from economic
development and regional security to cultural exchanges.

As the world is facing mounting challenges from frequent regional confrontations and rising
unilateralism, experts said China and Pakistan should step up cooperation under the
framework of multilateralism, amplify the voice of the Global South, and work together to
tackle common challenges while safeguarding fairness and justice.

Despite global uncertainties, China-Pakistan economic cooperation continues to present
major opportunities. The CPEC has the potential to serve as a growth corridor for South and
Central Asia by linking markets and unlocking trade, Awan said.

"China and Pakistan also share a strong interest in promoting peace and stability in
Afghanistan and the wider region. Closer strategic communication through joint mechanisms
and regular consultations enables the two sides to coordinate on counterterrorism, border
security and economic reconstruction.”
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Wang said that both countries have immense potential for cooperation on multilateral
platforms.

Within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the two nations advocate for regional
stability, counterterrorism and economic connectivity. Pakistan's role as a bridge between
South Asia, Central Asia and the Middle East enhances SCO's inclusivity and effectiveness.

"Their cooperation reflects a shared vision of building a more inclusive global order that
prioritizes dialogue over confrontation and development over division," he said.

Ramay emphasized the importance of people-to-people exchanges between the two countries
in building a community with a shared future.

"In the new era of cooperation, China and Pakistan are placing greater emphasis on cultural
exchanges and youth engagement.

For many young Pakistanis, China is seen as a land of opportunity, offering access to
development and innovation," he said.

"Youth exchanges will not only help them pursue their aspirations but also cultivate future
leaders who can carry the partnership forward. Such investment in youth is especially vital
amid shifting global dynamics and the spread of misinformation."

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0825/c90000-20356719.html

Seminar on SCO's ""China Year" held in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD, Aug. 23 (Xinhua) -- A seminar on the "China Year" of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) was held here, with participating Pakistani experts hailing

China's accomplishment as the rotating presidency and expecting Pakistan's greater
contribution to the further development of the organization.

Delivering the keynote address on Friday at the seminar titled "SCQO's China Year 2025:
Upholding the Shanghai Spirit" at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, Pakistan's
National Coordinator for the SCO Farhat Ayesha said that 2025 will be remembered as the
year when China's active participation and strong contribution consolidated the organization's
role as an important platform for multilateralism.” She added that Pakistan looks forward to
contributing to the SCO's long-term development and the upcoming summit in Tianjin later
this month. On the occasion, Pakistani Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi said that the
Pakistan-China relationship is the cornerstone of Islamabad's foreign policy, adding that as an
international cooperative platform for dialogue, equality and shared development, the
importance of the SCO is growing and vital for ensuring peace, security and sustainable
development. Pakistan's former and first SCO National Coordinator, Babar Amin, looked
forward to the SCO Tianjin Summit and commended China's efforts in advancing
cooperation in line with the Global Development Initiative.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0825/c90000-20356939.html
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A life-saving gift from Chinese friends
In Pakistan's Punjab province, a white mobile medical unit has become a common sight,
traveling between villages to provide free healthcare to local women and children.

Due to relatively underdeveloped medical services in Pakistan, residents in remote areas
often struggle to access care, leaving pregnant women and infants particularly vulnerable.

To help address this, Chinese automaker BAIC Foton donated the mobile medical unit to a
Pakistani charity, collaborating with local medical staff to deliver quality healthcare directly
to those in need.

Since March 2022, the mobile medical unit has reached approximately 300 villages and
provided services to over 9,000 women and children.

Nur Bano, a Pakistani woman who benefited from the service, described it simply as a gift of
life from Chinese friends.

https://en.people.cn/n3/2025/0825/c90000-20357199.html
Auqust 27, 2025

China Daily
SCO urges enhanced partnership for peace, prosperity

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of China and its partner countries, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization has gained more significance as a unique, diverse and pragmatic organization
within the context of a rising Asia.

It is unique in the sense that it is a partnership-based organization, not an alliance.

It promotes the ideology of dialogue and development simultaneously to address problems,
argues that development holds the master key to solving issues, and encourages members to
set aside their differences and focus on finding ways for cooperation for common welfare and
building a community with a shared future.

The most important trait of the SCO is that it promotes peace and prosperity among diverse
members, in the sense that it hosts four major nuclear powers: China, Russia, India and
Pakistan.

Since its founding, it has worked to resolve issues through diplomatic dialogue and improve
cooperation to support development, as is embodied in the "Shanghai Spirit".

The "Shanghai Spirit" can be summarized as the safeguarding of peace through dialogue,
promotion of development through cooperation, and adherence to nonalignment and
nontargeting of any third party.

The "Shanghai Spirit" also stands for embracing openness, rejecting the Cold War mentality,
and advancing with the times.

It is pragmatic because it acts rationally by evaluating the situation and avoiding emotional or
impulsive decisions. Its strategies and actions are grounded in reality and the needs of the
member states.
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To reinforce the message of peace and prosperity, the SCO adopted the Astana Declaration at
the Astana meeting in 2024, which highlights the importance of peaceful and cooperative
coexistence. It urges members to deepen counterterrorism cooperation and improve efforts to
promote regional stability. It also emphasizes the importance of working with international
organizations to fight terrorism and maintain stability in the region. The main goal of the
strategy is to achieve sustainable development and lasting peace through diverse and
comprehensive actions. The pragmatic approach aims to boost growth, encourage
development efforts, create opportunities for deeper cooperation, and ensure sustainable
peace and prosperity. A broad overview suggests that it will promote connectivity among
members and attempt to link with connectivity initiatives of other forums, such as the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, the Commonwealth of Independent
States, or CIS, the Eurasian Economic Union, or EAEU, and others. The member states will
also work to accelerate digital transformation and foster cooperation through platforms like
the SCO Digital Economy Forum. People-to-people connections and investment in common
goods are other key focus areas of the strategy. Therefore, the member states will promote
cultural exchanges and people-to-people interactions. Regarding common good, the focus is
on ecological security, environmental protection and combating climate change. The SCO
has taken numerous steps to enhance economic and developmental cooperation, such as the
China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Area in Qingdao,
Shandong province, the SCO Digital Economy Forum, a special working group on poverty,
and deepening financial cooperation through the SCO Interbank Consortium, among other
initiatives. The China-SCO Local Economic and Trade Cooperation Demonstration Area in
Qingdao helps build a corridor to facilitate the logistics of SCO member countries. It is also
boosting industrial cooperation, and by 2023, it had attracted 70 projects valued at $27.9
billion. The member states are also exploring the possibility of establishing an SCO
Development Bank and a Free Trade Agreement. Despite such positivity and the focus on
peace and prosperity, the SCO faces negative campaigns against it from some Western
countries. Recognizing the importance and strength of the SCO, they seize every chance to
criticize or mock the SCO. They claim that the SCO is an "alliance” formed against Western
countries and that it will function like NATO in the future. They also suggest that the SCO
will restrict other countries' access to Eurasia and South Asia. These are all unfounded
accusations and assumptions. A careful look at the SCO's structure, areas of work and
functions shows a completely different picture. What makes it important and growing is its
emphasis on peace and prosperity, along with its inclusive, future-oriented, fair, rules-based
and beneficial approach for all. Unfortunately, anti-SCO forces are unwilling to accept these
facts, and they continue to target the SCO, which will prove neither a desirable nor a
sustainable attempt. It is advisable that some Western countries abandon their anti-SCO
stance. In conclusion, the SCO's diversity, pragmatic approach, unique philosophy and
commitment to achieving sustainable development, peace and prosperity make it a dynamic
organization attracting global attention. By consolidating the "Shanghai Spirit" at this
summit, the SCO would further promote the message of peace and prosperity, which is
urgently needed today and certainly helps to create a community with a shared future for
humanity. https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/27/\WS68ae58c6a3108622abc9d52c.html




Gleanings from the National and Chinese Press China-Pakistan and CPEC

SCO remains a vital security structure
Umair Jamal

As the Shanghai Cooperation Organization prepares to hold its summit in Tianjin on Sunday
and Monday, it finds itself at a crossroads of opportunities. With members such as China,
Russia, India, Pakistan, Iran, and Central Asian countries like Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the SCO is poised to strengthen its role as a key facilitator of
Eurasian cooperation.

Despite not being a defense alliance, the SCO remains the most significant multilateral
security structure in Central Asia. The organization is unique because it brings together major
countries like Russia, China, India and Pakistan along with other member states.

While SCO members differ in their perspectives and priorities on economic and security
issues, the differences create an opportunity to foster more inclusive collaboration. For
example, discussions at the recent Qingdao SCO Defense Ministers' Meeting emphasized the
importance of open dialogue to address all member states' security concerns, including their
concerns over terrorism.

The SCO brings together countries that face common economic, security and development
issues, with all of them calling for greater economic integration among member states and
urging the grouping to do more in this regard.

Additionally, the SCO members aim to deepen security cooperation, which could
significantly improve regional integration and help them reach consensus on burning issues.
Their shared viewpoints offer opportunities for the SCO to devise strategies that align with
member states' needs, promote a spirit of cooperation that transcends individual interests, and
facilitate collective action.

Despite challenges, the SCO has shown resilience by making cooperative efforts, which
could lead to greater unity in the future. In this regard, the annual joint military exercise
could, in the future, help consolidate the consensus on terrorism-related issues.

In 2024, security forces from SCO members including China, Russia, India and Pakistan
simulated counter-terrorism operations in China's Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, in
order to build mutual trust and ensure interoperability. The 2024 exercise was the first time
security forces from all SCO member states participated in a joint counter-terrorism exercise.
Such exercises involve specialized counterterrorism operations, which are crucial to restoring
trust between countries like Pakistan and India.

This exercise held during China's presidency of the SCO not only set the stage for future joint
defense cooperation but also fostered ties among the military leaders. The good news is that
China has pledged to work with other SCO member states to promote the Shanghai Spirit and
deepen defense cooperation.

On the economic front, projects such as the China-Kazakhstan pipeline, which became
operational earlier this year, have boosted regional energy security and benefited several SCO
member states.
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Similarly, in the fight against drugs and drug-trafficking, the organization's Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure has been coordinating operations, and preventing tons of narcotics from
reaching the markets. Drugs are a common threat faced by all SCO members.

These successes show how SCO members can work together for mutual benefit. To further
strengthen unity and cooperation among member states, the SCO must implement targeted
measures that emphasize dialogue, institutional reform and inclusive initiatives.

The SCO can intensify counter-terrorism efforts by working out a dedicated anti-terrorism
protocol that includes all members' security concerns. Such a protocol could help establish a
transparent framework, which will ensure all voices are heard and mutual trust among
members is strengthened.

The organization can deepen economic integration by encouraging member states to sign free
trade agreements. Economic integration can also be deepened by leveraging the Belt and
Road Initiative and building interdependent supply chains through joint infrastructure
projects across the region. The example of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and other
projects in Central Asia stands out in this regard.

The SCO must foster confidence-building among member states through regular high-level
dialogues. It could consider organizing an annual SCO unity forum for foreign ministers to
achieve this goal. Such a forum could serve as a platform for open discussion and ensure that
different perspectives are taken into consideration. By creating space for dialogue, the SCO
can turn potential differences into opportunities to foster mutual understanding and stronger
partnerships.

The forum can benefit from deepening cooperation on non-traditional security issues such as
climate change and tourism. And initiatives like the "SCO+" Young Scholars' Salon hosted
by China could be opened to civil society to boost the joint fight against climate change and
promote cultural exchanges.

The different views and perspectives of SCO member states present challenges, but they also
offer an opportunity to build a more inclusive organization. By learning from joint
counterterrorism exercises that involve countries like Pakistan and India, and implementing
measures promoting inclusive security and economic ties, the SCO can foster unbreakable
unity among member states.

The SCO Summit in Tianjin, under the presidency of China, provides a unique opportunity to
transform the organization into a major force promoting harmony in Eurasia.

The author is a Pakistani research analyst at the US-based Diplomat Risk Intelligence. The
views don't necessarily represent those of China Daily.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/27/\WS68ae3fd2a3108622abc9d4ad.html
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August 29, 2025

China Dail
Pakistani envoy uses example to describe iron-clad brotherhood

"China is our iron-clad brother,” says Pakistan Embassy's Press Minister Manzoor Ali
Memon. "For me, living in China, it's like my second home. My family feels like we are at
home."

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/29/\WWS68b0fb97a3108622abc9dbd0.html
Auqust 30, 2025

China Dall
SCO reflects the vision of peace and security

By SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in Tianjin from Aug 31 to Sept 1 could turn
out to be one of the most successful in the organization's history, not least because the world
order is changing, with the West rapidly losing its domination of global affairs, even though
some Western leaders continue to desperately cling to the illusion of a unipolar world.

Today's world has become irreversibly multipolar. Asia and Eurasia are regaining their
rightful place in the emerging new world order. Against this background, four propitious
developments have imparted to the SCO Summit extraordinary significance.

First, the end of the Russia-Ukraine conflict seems closer in sight. Not surprisingly, the
conflict may not end in ways the Western powers wanted it to: Seeing Russia defeated,
militarily and economically, disrupting Moscow's friendly relations with China, weakening
China with sanctions and trade restrictions, and subsequently establishing a NATO-style
alliance in Asia was the strategic objective of the neo-imperialists. That goal now lies in
tatters.

Second, the United States hoped to prop up India, which joined the SCO along with Pakistan
in 2017, as a counterweight to China in its "pivot to Asia" strategy. Giving India a prominent
place in the Quad, and projecting the four-country strategic grouping as a future "Asian
NATO", was part of its plan to check China's rise. Some influential voices in Washington
even urged India to quit the SCO and BRICS in return for a favorable treatment from the
Western alliance.

But circumstances prompted India to make timely course-correction, mainly because the US
administration didn't spare India in its tariff war. The 50 percent US tariffs to punish India for
buying Russian oil have taken effect. Tensions have heightened.

Washington even tried to force New Delhi to stop purchasing Russian oil in a bid to drive a
wedge between the two traditional partners. But India couldn't oblige the US for energy
security reasons.
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On its part, China has stood in solidarity with India against the US' tariff war. Xu Feihong,
China's ambassador to India, said: "The United States has imposed tariffs of up to 50 percent
on India and even threatened for more. China firmly opposes it. Silence or compromise only
emboldens the bully. China will firmly stand with India to uphold the multilateral trading
system with the World Trade Organization at its core.”

The thaw in India-China relations is evident from the fact that, after initial ambiguity, New
Delhi announced that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the summit as
well as meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines.

Third, China has made adroit diplomatic moves in the run-up to the summit to ensure all SCO
member states are properly aligned to make the meeting a success. Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi made fruitful visits to New Delhi, Islamabad and Kabul. As a result, the shadow of
the India-Pakistan clash in May is unlikely to fall on the deliberations and outcomes of the
summit.

If China's efforts bring about a reconciliation between Pakistan and Afghanistan (which has
observer status in the SCO), it will succeed in further promoting "mutual trust, friendship and
good-neighborliness” in the region.

And fourth, Wang's visits to three South Asian capitals have raised hopes about the future. In
Islamabad, he said the 21st century should be an era of accelerated development and
revitalization for Asia, especially South Asia. The fact that China has openly associated itself
with the "rise of a new and harmonious South Asia" opens up new possibilities. One of the
possibilities is a move toward the resolution of the border disputes between India and China.
At the meeting between Wang and Ajit Doval, India's national security adviser, in New
Delhi, the two sides agreed to establish an experts' group for exploring "early harvest"
solutions in boundary delimitation.

By focusing on solving problems, China's foreign policy fosters result-oriented dialogue
among all stakeholders. It is this focus that will likely make the Summit in Tianjin a grand
success, following the highly productive BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in July,
which was in stark contrast to the disarray in the G7 Summit in Alberta, Canada, in June.

The Western alliance is unable to hold together. Washington has been bullying not only
countries it considers unfriendly but also its allies. It's time the US realized that the world has
changed. Non-Western countries will no longer be bullied.

More than two decades ago, the founding members of the SCO demonstrated their prescience
in foreseeing a brighter future for the Global South and using their wisdom to prepare a
charter that clearly states its goal: development of multifaceted cooperation to maintain and
strengthen peace, security and stability in the region, and promote a new democratic, fair and
rational political and economic international order.

In Tianjin, the SCO leaders will surely give this goal a big push.
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/30/WS68b2491aa3108622abc9df05.html
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August 31, 2025

China Dail
Pakistani journalist: China's model offers valuable insights for world

Senior journalist Irfan Ashraf from Pakistan's SAMAA TV believes that the Chinese model
offers valuable insights for global development. As the SCO Summit in Tianjin takes place,
over 3,000 Chinese and international reporters covering the event have commenced their
work at the media center.

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/31/WS68b42397a3108622abc9e13e.html

International journalists hail SCO role in fostering development and
stability

By Yang Ran

Reporters from around the world have praised the Shanghai Cooperation Organization for its
significant contributions to national development, regional stability and the search for global
peace. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2025, which is running in Tianjin
until Monday, is being covered by more than 3,000 journalists from China and abroad, with
many international reporters gaining unique insights on the gathering. Irfan Ashraf, a reporter
and anchor from Pakistan's Samaa TV, said this year's SCO Summit is expected to positively
influence regional peace, economic growth and mutual understanding among nations. He
added that many countries are inspired by the Shanghai Spirit, which is characterized by
mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality, consultation, respect for diverse civilizations, and the
pursuit of common development, with a focus on public welfare, justice and peace. The
Pakistani reporter said his country has benefited in many ways from collaboration within the
SCO framework and expressed hope that the organization will play an even greater role in
regional economic development. Mert Yilmaz, senior correspondent for Turkish media outlet
TRT Arabi, described the SCO Summit as a vital platform for strengthening relations among
participating nations, a step that can positively contribute to the search for peace. He also
expected economic cooperation to be a priority at the summit. Karaman Syiagul, a reporter
from Kyrgyzstan's Koom Press, remarked, "This SCO summit is a major gathering, bringing
together more than 20 heads of state and international organization leaders. It is positioned to
serve as a guiding force for stability and peaceful development.” Reflecting on her recent
visit to the Port of Tianjin, she noted that the port, which is connected to more than 500 ports
worldwide, exemplifies the vast potential for economic collaboration within the SCO. She
said that Kyrgyzstan, being a landlocked country, stands to gain from the SCO's connectivity
initiatives, which would enhance its access to international markets. "The SCO member states
share a common destiny," she said. "We are, quite literally, in the same boat. It is only
through collective effort and by pulling together that we can successfully navigate toward a
future of peace and shared prosperity.”

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202508/31/WS68b41bh3da3108622abc9e135.html




